PM CONFIRMS CUT IN MPs’ ALLOWANCE

Reduction in
development
allocations will be
done in stages

PORT DICKSON

RIME Minister Datuk Seri

Anwar Ibrahim has con-

firmed that the develop-

ment allowance for mem-
bers of parliament (MPs) has
been reduced to RM1.3 million
from RM3.8 million.

Anwar said this move was
meant to better control the coun-
try’s finances and would be im-
plemented in stages.

“This allowance is the devel-
opment allocations of MPs coor-
dinated by the District and Land
Office and State Development Of-
ficer, (being reduced) due to eco-
nomic constraints.

“It will be done in stages. This
will set an early example, meaning
MPs don’t mind the cut although
they are not personal contribu-
tions, but are development allo-
cations,” he told reporters at
Waning Pak Salleh here yesterday.

However, the government
would consider extending addi-
tional allocations if there were
pressing needs in a particular
parliamentary constituency,
such as for repairing infrastruc-
ture, he said.

Prime Minister Datuk Seri Anwar Ibrahim (second from left) sharing a light moment at Warung Pak Salleh in Port Dickson yesterday. With him
are Defence Minister Datuk Seri Mohamad Hasan (left) and Negri Sembilan Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Aminuddin Harun (third from left), rc
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Media reports have said the
constituency allocations for gov-
ernment backbencher MPs this
year have been slashed by more
than 65 per cent, from RM3.8 mil-
lion to RM1.3 million.

According to the reports, the

amount consists of a RM1 million
outright grant and another
RM300,000 for service centre op-
erations.

Earlier, the prime minister min-
gled with the people and ate rojak
and Chinese fried rice. He was ac-

companied by Defence Minister
Datuk Seri Mohamad Hasan and
Negri Sembilan Menteri Besar
Datuk Seri Aminuddin Harun.

“I know the community, state
government officers and political
leaders in Port Dickson.

“The army and police here, too,
give good cooperation. I should
be here more often.

“Glad to meet old friends, and
the rojak pasembur tastes good,”
said the former Port Dickson MP.
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