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PRIME Minister Datuk Seri 
Anwar Ibrahim yesterday 
took a thinly-veiled dig at 
Tun Dr Mahathir Mo­

hamad over the latter’s accusa­
tions that the unity government 
was adhering to DAP’s manifesto 
and promoting Malaysia as a 

multiracial country.
He made it clear that he was the 
prime minister of the unity gov­
ernment and he was not a po­

litical puppet to any party.
“Recently, there was an argu­
ment suggesting that we (the uni­
ty government) were bowing 
down to DAP. Ladies and gen­
tleman, let me tell you this... I am 
the PM (prime minister of this 

country). I am no one’s puppet.
“Alhamdulillah, I will turn 76 
soon and with that I cannot be 
bought by mere ringgit,” he said 
when launching the Madani Fo­
rum entitled “The ethics of dif­
ferences of opinion in strength­

ening national unity”.
Anwar also appeared to hit 
back at Dr Mahathir over the lat- 
ter’s claim that promoting 
Malaysia as a multiracial country 
was against the Federal Consti­

tution.
Anwar said he always governed 
the country based on the prin­

ciples of the Constitution.
“In the Madani concept es­
poused by the federal govern­
ment under my leadership, we 
want to emphasise manners, the 
participation and understanding 
of not just Muslims, but also non- 

Muslims.
“However, when we are doing 
this, they will say I am promoting 
Malaysia as a multiracial country. 
They will say we are a Malay coun­
try and it is against the Consti­
tution to promote Malaysia in such 

a way, but I do not understand.
“Isn’t Malaysia a multiracial 

country?”
Dr Mahathir had claimed re­
cently that Anwar was adhering
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to DAP’s manifesto.
“Despite DAP having only four 

ministers in the cabinet, there are 
40 DAP members in the govern­
ment, If they pull their support, 
Anwar's government could top­
ple.

“Therefore, Anwar must heed 
DAP’s manifesto especially in 
making the country a multiracial 
one, and that the official religion 
of Islam be changed to a secular 
country,” the former prime min­
ister had said.

Dr Mahathir had also alleged 
that promoting the country as 
multiracial nation was against 
the Federal Constitution, claim­
ing that the country’s paramount 
law emphasised the Malays and 
had never mentioned that the 
country was multiracial.

Anwar, who is Pakatan Hara- 
pan chairman and PKR presi­
dent, said he valued the pres­
ence, importance and contribu­
tions of DAP as a member of PH 
and an ally in the federal gov­
ernment under his leadership.

He added that DAP had never 
questioned any programme or al­
locations set aside by the federal 
government to improve the  
wellbeing of Malays and the Mus­
lim community in the country.

"I am not defending my col­
leagues from the DAP in the cab­
inet and the chief secretary to the 
government can attest to this.

“During the past seven months, 
they (DAP) never questioned the 
programmes for the Malays, the 
poor and for Islam. Never. There­
fore, I do not want to punish or

blame them (DAP),” he said.
Anwar also dismissed claims 

that his administration had side­
lined the welfare of the Muslim 
community.

The federal administration un­
der his leadership, said Anwar, 
did not only boost the position of 
the Department of Islamic Devel­
opment (Jakim), but had also in­
creased the allocation to improve 
the welfare and wellbeing of the 
Muslims in the country.

He said the federal government 
had also increased the allocation 
for Malay-majority states, such as 
Kelantan, Terengganu, Kedah 
and Perlis.

“We increased and did not re­
duce the allocations for these 
states. However, there were some 
quarters who continued with 
their petty politics, riding on re­
ligion and resorting to mislead­
ing the people by slandering the 
federal government,” he said.

Anwar also took a swipe at 
 some Malay politicians who 
claimed to be fighting for Malays 
and the national language.

“The people who are constantly 
shouting about fighting for 
Malays are also the ones that for­
got about (upholding the status 
of) Bahasa Malaysia when they 
were in power.”

Present yesterday were Educa­
tion Minister Fadhlina Sidek, 
Chief Secretary to the Govern­
ment Tan Sri Mohd Zuki Ali and 
Jakim director-general Datuk 
Hakimah Mohd Yusoff. Anwar’s 
wife, Datuk Seri Dr Wan Azizah 
Wan Ismail, was also present.
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