Anwar, flanked by Deputy Prime
Minister Datuk Seri Dr Ahmad Zahid
Hamidi and Chief Secretary to the
Government Tan Sri Mohd Zuki Ali,
officiating at the launch ceremony for
the Madani Economy initiative.
- AMIRUL SYAFIQ/THESUN
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UALA LUMPUR: Prime Minister

Datuk Seri Anwar Ibrahim yesterday

announced a special appreciation aid

of RM300 for civil servants in Grade
56 and below.

He also announced a similar aid of RM200
to retirees, those currently receiving pensions,
pension recipients under the pension law,
Employees Provident Fund (EPF) retirees from
the public service, and pensionable and
non-pensionable veterans.

"This aid will benefit 1.3 million civil
servants, including contract (staff), and over a
million retirees. With this special aid, we hope
civil servants will continue to work diligently in
supporting the government’s aspirations of
implementing  reforms," he said when
launching the Madani Economy: Empowering
the People initiative.

Anwar said the payment is expected to be
made within two weeks.

> Cash for civil servants, retirees and e-credit for
adults earning below RM100,000 per annum

He said the announcement of the special
aid is being made amid a review of civil
servants’ salaries and allowances.

Anwar also said the government remains
committed to streamlining the remuneration
for civil servants, taking into account its
financial means.

“(Under the) Madani Economy initiative,
we strive to provide the best services possible
and assist the government’s fiscal policies in
making the streamlining of civil servants'
salaries a reality,” he said.

He also announced RM100 e-cash credit
to all adult Malaysians with an income of
RM100,000 per annum and below, based on
the earlier success and significant impact of
the programme on the people.

He said it was estimated that more than 10
million people in the B40 and M40 groups are
eligible for the funds, amounting to about
RM1 billion.

In a move to make Malaysia an economic
powerhouse, he said the Madani Economy
initiative  sets seven key  performance
indicators as medium-term targets to be
achieved within 10 years ie. becoming
among the top 30 economies in the world,

top 12 countries in the Global
Competitiveness Index, having a labour
income constituting 45% of total income,

having women participation in the labour
force reaching 60%, being among the top 25
in the UN Human Development Index, top 25
in the Corruption Perception Index and

having fiscal sustainability with a deficit of
3% or lower.

Anwar said the government is looking at
addressing current and long-term issues to
make the country an attractive investment
destination.

He also said Malaysia needs greater
economic integration with neighbouring
countries and must produce more highly
competitive local companies to penetrate
Asean markets, adding that it will help the
country to become a regional leader.

He said Malaysia must shift its focus to
manufacturing high value-added products,
such as integrated circuits in the electrical
and electronics sector, and chemicals by
petrochemical and oleochemical enterprises.

Anwar, who is also finance
minister, said the government
will introduce tax incentives
based on achievements to
support and incentivise
companies that focus on
high-impact activities.



