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maritime treaties
with Indonesia was
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RIME Minister Datuk Seri

Anwar Ibrahim has told

the Dewan Rakyat that

the country’s sovereignty
will continue to be protected fol-
lowing the signing of instruments
with Indonesian President Joko
Widodo (Jokowi) related to mar-
itime borders recently.

He said the question of “being
compromised” in signing the
treaties did not arise as it only
involved the ones agreed to by
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Prime Minister's
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rights or harm the
country, especially the negative
impact on maritime economic
activities in the long run.

Anwar said Malaysia had
signed two treaties involving the
matter Straits of Malacca
Treaty and Laut Sulawesi Treaty.

He said that the two treaties
were signed based on the choice
of the best border points that
could be reached jointly and fol-
lowed international laws, espe-
cially the United Nations Con-
vention on the Law of the Sea
(UNCLOS 1982), and also prece-

dent cases that international
courts and international  tri-
bunals had decided.

He said the treaties would pro-
vide clarity in terms of sovereign-
ty and jurisdiction that would al-
low both countries to carry out
law  enforcement activities in
their respective maritime areas
more effectively, including cross-
border crime prevention activi-
ties such as goods smuggling and
human trafficking.

“Economic and development
activities such as fishing, explo-
ration and tapping of marine re-
sources can also be done in a
more orderly and secure manner
with the maritime borders that

Foreign Minister
Datuk Seri Dr
Zambry  Abdul
Kadir and his
Indonesian
counterpart
Retno  Marsudi
showing the
instruments
related to
maritime
borders  signed
between
Malaysia and
Indonesia
recently. With
them are Prime
Minister  Datuk
Seri  Anwar
Ibrahim and
Indonesian
President Joko
Widodo. BERNAMA
PIC

have been finalised.

“The signing of these treaties is
expected to further increase the
confidence for both parties to
continue  negotiating  maritime
demarcation  restrictions  that
have not been resolved for mu-
tual benefit,” he said.

Takiyuddin argued that the
government had  signed the
treaties without considering the
views of maritime experts, which
Anwar denied.

He said the issue had been
closely viewed by multiple agen-
cies, including the Maritime Af-
fairs Department from the For-
eign Ministry, the Attorney-Gen-
eral’s Chambers (A-GC), the
Survey and Mapping Department
of Malaysia, and the National Hy-
drographic Centre.

“Who are the experts? Name
them. Do not simply mention,”
the prime minister said.

Malaysia and Indonesia recent-
ly discussed a range of bilateral
issues, which later witnessed the
signing of six instruments. Addi-
tional reporting by Qistina Salle-
huddin
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