
RESPECT KING'S DECREE, 
ANWAR TELLS HADI
Going against order 
on political sermons 
in mosques will allow 
others to question 
position of sultans
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PAS president Tan Sri Ab­
dul Hadi Awang should 
respect the Yang di-Per- 
tuan Agong’s decree that 

there should be no political talks 
or sermons given in mosques and 

surau.
Prime Minister Datuk Seri An- 
war Ibrahim said if Hadi was al- 
lowed to talk about it constitu­
tionally, then there would be a 
way for him to talk about the po­
sition of the Malay Rulers,
   “This barring (of politicians 
giving talks in mosques) applies 
to everyone, including the prime 

minister.
“I have to get out of a mosque if 
I want to talk about politics be­
cause the religious jurisdiction of 
a state is under the powers of the 

Malay Rulers.
“Therefore, he (Hadi) has to un­
derstand this. If he does not 
agree, he can present a memo­

randum to Tuanku.
“Do not attack us because I my­
self am barred (from giving po­

litical talks in mosques),” he said.
Anwar said Hadi must respect 

the decision of the sultans and 
the respective state religious au­
thorities, which barred politi­
cians from giving political talks 
in mosques.

“If we talk about it constitu­
tionally, there is a way for him 
(Hadi) to talk about 
the position of the 
M a l a y  R u l e r s ,  
whether in the case 
of what happened 
in Terengganu or 
Selangor; or in this 
case, the Yang di- 
Pertuan Agong Al- 
Sultan Abdullah 
Ri’ayatuddin Al- 
M u s t a f a  B i l l a h  
Shah,” he said.

H a d i ,  w h o  i s  
Perikatan Nasional 
deputy chairman, 
had reportedly said 
it was not an of­
f e n c e  f o r  politi- 
cians to give polit- 
i c a 1  t a l k s  i n
m o s q u e s  a n d  
surau.

He said it was the responsibility 
of a leader to touch on Islamic 
politics as politics and religion 
could not be separated.

The Terengganu Islamic Reli­
gious and Malay Customs Coun­
cil had recently issued an order 
prohibiting religious lectures, 
talks and political activities by 
politicians in all mosques and 
surau statewide.

     ''To say that it 
        (such a 
decision) was 
made on a 
political basis is 
untrue. His 
Majesty (the king) 
made that 
decision even 
before meeting me, 
and so it was not 
discussed with me.

DATUK SERI ANWAR 
IBRAHIM
prime minister

Despite the ban in Terengganu, 
Hadi was unfazed, saying he 
would continue to give lectures 
as usual in places of worship.

Anwar said the suitan of Se­
langor Sultan Sharafuddin Idris 
Shah, at the Islamic Religious Af­
fairs meeting on Monday, had al­
so said that mosques should be 

“ l i v e l i e r ”  b u t  
s h o u l d  n o t  b e  
made into a polit­
ical venue.

“To say that it 
(such a decision) 
was made on a po­
litical basis is un­
true. His Majesty 
(the king) made 
that decision even 
before meeting me, 
and so it was not 
discussed with me.

“The rationale of 
the state (Selangor) 
was that religious 
talks were laced 
with too much pol­
itics and about (po­
litical) parties,” he 

                           said. 
Anwar said he 

had declined invitations from 
various mosques committees and 
imam to talk in mosques during 
his Friday prayers.

“I respect the orders of the re­
spective religious departments 
based on the decision of their 
rulers. So, I refrain (from talking 
in mosques) and I will just shake 
hands with members of the con­
gregation,” he said.
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