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THE use of the word “Al­
lah'' by Christians for the 
publication of religious 
materials for education­

al purposes is only limited to 
Sarawak, says Prime Minister 
Datuk Seri Anwar Ibrahim.

He said that the matter had al­
ready been addressed by Home 
Minister Datuk Seri Saifuddin 
Nasution Ismail yesterday.

He reiterated the government’s 
stance that it remained commit­

ted to defend and pro­
tect the interests of Is­
lam, the Malays, and 
the institution of the 
Y a n g  d i - P e r t u a n  
Agong, particularly 
on the use of the word 
Allah in accordance 
with Article 11(1) and 
Article 11(4) of the 
Constitution.

“Sarawak, we un­
d e r s t a n d ,  i s  n o t  
bound by the decision 
of the states. It cannot 
be applied in Melaka, Penang and 
Selangor... it cannot.

“This (the use of the word Allah)

Datuk Seri Anwar 
Ibrahim

is specific for Sarawak, which we 
have lost in the initial case be­
cause in Sarawak, it was decided 
by the state as such,” he said at a 
Hari Raya Aidilfitri Madani cel­
ebration organised by Pertubuhan 
Prihatin Anak Melaka and police 
in Tanjung Minyak here.

The g o v e r n m e n t  
had withdrawn its ap- 
p e a l  o n  t h e  H i g h  
Court’s ruling that al­
lowed non-Muslims 
to use the word Allah 
and three other words 
for teaching purpos­
es. The other words 
are kaabah, solat and 
baitullah.

On March 21, 2021, 
Court of Appeal Judge 
Datuk Nor Bee Ariffin, 
sitting as a High Court 
judge, made the ruling 

after a 13-year legal battle between 
the government and Jill Ireland, a 
Christian woman from Sarawak.

Nor Bee described the Home 
Ministry’s directive to prohibit 
the use of the four words by non- 
Muslims 35 years ago as “illegal” 
and “irrational”.

She said the government direc­
tive was issued beyond the aim of 
the Printing Presses and Publi­
cations Act 1984 (PPPA).

The government was criticised 
for withdrawing the appeal.

In Putrajaya, Saifuddin said the 
government withdrew its appeal 
following the discovery of a con­
tradiction between a 1986 cabinet 
decision and the Home Min­
istry’s administrative order is­
sued in the same year.

He said the contradiction was 
discovered by the ministry dur­
ing the appeal application after 
the March 21 decision by Nor Bee.

“ T h e  K u a l a  L u m p u r  H i g h  
Court’s decision was made based 
on a civil and administrative ap­
proach, which is the issue related 
to the seizure of publication ma-

Home Minister Datuk 
Seri Saifuddin 
Nasution Ismail at a 
press conference in 
Putrajaya yesterday. 
He says the 
government’s 
decision to withdraw 
the appeal now paves 
the way for the Home 
Ministry to study and 
update a new and 
more holistic 
administrative order. 
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terials at that time.
“And it was not from the the­

ology aspect or anything that in­
volved the use of the world Allah.

“Therefore, the function of the 
court itself was inappropriate in 
deciding affairs related specifi­
cally to religious matters.

“Therefore, in the March 21 
judgment, it was clear the judge 
had made a decision based on 
administrative approach and did 
not touch on the use of Allah.

“In this case, the government’s 
decision not to proceed with the 
appeal was done on a case-by- 
case basis, without jeopardising 
facts for any case that is in the 
courts,” he said after the Immi­
gration Department’s Hari Raya 
Aidilfltri celebration.

S a i f u d d i n  s a i d  the govern­
ment’s decision to withdraw the 
appeal now paved the way for the 
ministry to study and update a 
new and more holistic adminis­
trative order.
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