
‘WE CONDEMN ALL FORMS OF TERRORISM’
Anwar says 
Malaysia's stand on 
Palestine conflict 
has been twisted

SHARANJIT SINGH 
SAN FRANCISCO
news@nst.com.my

DATUK Seri Anwar 
Ibrahim said Malay­
sia’s position on the 
Palestine-Israel con­

flict, and its calls for a ceasefire 
and a stop to the incessant bomb­
ing of Gaza, have been spun to 
somehow show that Putrajaya 
condones terrorism.

The prime minister said lies 
and deceit needed to be straight­
ened out and pointed to what he 
had said in Parliament before

this. “As I had declared in Par­
liament, there are no two ways 
about it.

 ''We condemn terrorism, in all 
its forms, and we categorically 
condemn the actions of killing 
innocent lives and taking women 
and children as hostages.

“Likewise, we unequivocally 
condemn the bombing of civil­
ians, of homes and hospitals and 
the consequential atrocities 
against innocent lives, children, 
women, and men being carried 
out day and night in Gaza with 
impunity.

“These are blatant violations of 
international law.”

Anwar, who is attending the 
Apec Summit here, said Malaysia 
viewed what was happening in 
Gaza as a humanitarian crisis 
precipitated by a brutal and in­
discriminate war.

“Ultimately, this isn’t about 
which God we pray to.

“After all, the more than 11,000 
victims in Gaza comprise Mus­
lims and Christians as well as 
nationalities of various coun­
tries.

“This is about preventing more 
deaths, more suffering and more 
hate.

“Proponents of the Palestinian 
cause are neither purveyors of 
hate speech nor supporters of ter­
rorism.”

He said what’s happening in 
Palestine would ultimately affect 
everyone else as the implications 
of the Israel-Palestine conflict are 
significant and long-lasting.

“It is poised to affect not just 
Palestine or the broader Middle 
East, but also leave an imprint on 
global relations for many years to 
come.”

He said this at a public talk at 
the University of California, 
Berkeley, here on Tuesday after­
noon.

His talk, “Superpower Rivalry 
and Rising Tensions in the Asia 
Pacific: The View from Southeast 
Asia”, was attended by about 250 
students.

Touching on the issue of 
democracy in the age of social 
media disruption, he said the 
world was caught at a time of 
profound disruption across 
all facets of international rela­
tions.

He said information technolo­
gy was reshaping societies every­
where and nations had reached 
an unprecedented intersection 
between opportunity and risk.

He said despite all its benefits, 
social media had also facilitated 
the spread of harmful misinfor­
mation and falsehoods at un­
matched speed and scale.

Speaking of Malaysia’s experi­
ence, he said the nation had long 
been heralded as a beacon of 
moderation, demonstrating a

harmonious balance between its 
rich Islamic heritage and moder­
nity.

“Historically, Malaysia has nav­
igated the complex waters of re­
ligious expression with a deft 
hand, allowing for a pluralistic 
society where different faiths co­
exist peacefully under the um­
brella of a predominantly Muslim 
population.

“However, the ubiquity of so­
cial media platforms has ushered 
in new challenges.

“The digital age has allowed for 
the rapid dissemination of infor­
mation, but it has also become a 
conduit for more intolerant ide­
ologies to seep into the Malaysian 
discourse.”

He s a i d  t h e s e  s t r a i n s  o f  
thought, often rooted in a more 
rigid interpretation of Islam, had 
found fertile ground in the un­
regulated expanses of the online 
world.
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