
Role of BRI in growth hailed

Prime Minister 
Datuk Seri Anwar 
Ibrahim has high­
lighted the sig­

nificance of the Belt and 
Road Initiative in enhancing 
Malaysia’s growth, lauding 
the initiative for creating job 
opportunities and building 
infrastructure, especially in 
the rural heartland.

He told reporters in a recent 
group interview that the BRI, 
proposed by Chinese Presi­
dent Xi Jinping 10 years ago, 
has harnessed collaboration 
between China and Malaysia 
and delivered wide-ranging 
benefits for both countries.

Malaysia is benefiting 
from the East Coast Rail Link, 
connecting shipping ports 
on the east and west coasts, 
he said.

The link, Malaysia’s most 
high-end infrastructure pro­
ject so far and involving build­
ing 40 tunnels from Kelantan 
to Selangor, is being under­
taken by China Communica­
tions Construction Compa­
ny. It is expected to greatly 
enhance connectivity and 
bring more balanced growth 
to Malaysia.

Anwar said he hopes the 
project will be completed 
within a year. “It is a great 
showcase of the relationship 
between China and Malay­
sia,” he said.

In 2017 the two countries 
signed a memorandum of 
understanding for BRI collab­
oration, and trade between 
them was worth US$203.6 
billion last year, 15.3 per cent 
more than in 2021. China 
has been Malaysia’s largest 
trading partner for the past 
14 years.

Anwar highlighted the 
potential of Malaysia-China 
relations not only in terms of
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trade, economics and invest­
ment, which he said are piv­
otal to Kuala Lumpur, but 
also in terms of education, 
training, digital transforma­
tion and food technology.

“I think the relationship 
between Malaysia and Chi­
na, which is extended to the 
Association of Southeast 
Asian Nations, has a great 
future,” he said.

He referred to two Chi­
nese companies, Rongsheng 
Petrochemical and Zhejiang 
Geely Holding Group, which 
announced their investment 
commitments to Malaysia

as part of 19 memorandums 
of understanding that were 
signed between Malaysian 
and Chinese companies dur­
ing his official four-day visit 
to China from March 29 to 
April 1.

Anwar's second trip to Chi­
na this year was last month, 
when he was among the lead­
ers who attended the 20th 
China-ASEAN Expo and the 
China-ASEAN Business and 
Investment Summit in Nan­
ning, Guangxi Zhuang auton­
omous region. The meetings 
he had with Chinese leaders 
were “cordial and beneficial”,

covering a number of bilater­
al, regional and global issues, 
he said.

In talks with Chinese Pre­
mier Li Qiang in Nanning, 
Anwar pledged support to 
China in joining the Com­
prehensive and Progressive 
Agreement for Trans-Pa- 
cific Partnership, and he 
expressed his readiness to 
enhance bilateral collabora­
tion over infrastructure, the 
digital economy and green 
development.

China and Malaysia are 
both participants in the 
Regional Comprehensive 
Economic Partnership, which 
took effect in January last 
year. China has filed an appli­
cation to join the CPTPP, a 
trade agreement of 12 coun­
tries including Malaysia. Chi­
na and ASEAN members are 
also conducting negotiations 
over version 3.0 of the Chi­
na-ASEAN Free Trade Area.

Anwar said Malaysia and 
the other ASEAN members 
welcome more free trade 
agreements with China. “The 
more arrangements and 
agreements we make with 
China or the regional party, the 
more benefits we can accrue 
from such collaboration.”

Anwar highlights 
contributions 
made to rural 
facilities and 
creating jobs.
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