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Each Asean
member adopts a
strong, independent
stance, says Anwar

JAKARTA

HE relationship between

Asean and China relies

on the trust that it shares

with the economic giant,
said Prime Minister Datuk Seri
Anwar Ibrahim yesterday.

He said this formed the foun-
dation of its relations because
each Asean member adopted a
strong and independent stance
when it came to protecting its
interest and the interest of the
bloc. He said this in a speech at
the 26th Asean-China Summit
held in conjunction with the 43rd
Asean Summit and Related Sum-
mits here.

He said China and Asean
should also continue to maintain
multilateral dialogue platforms
in areas of security as the region’s
stability was of utmost impor-
tance.

“Under China’s leadership, in-
novation technology and techni-
cal education have transformed
China, and this has benefited us.

“This is not just about govern-
ment-initiated programmes, but
also  people-to-people interests
since 2024 will be the year of Chi-
na-Asean Cultural and People-to-
People Exchanges.

“l would also like to stress on
the Asean-China Summit chair-
man and Premier Li Qiang that
future collaboration would de-
pend largely on the issue of trust
and discussions at multilateral
levels in areas of security for Chi-
na and Asean.

“As I relayed to (Chinese) Pre-
mier Li Qiang earlier, we take a
strong independent stance as far
as protecting our country’s inter-
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ests and the interests of the re-

gion.
“l am pleased with the policy
pronouncements and arrange-

ments of Chinese President Xi
Jinping, and I have also shared in
a small way (Malaysia’s) Madani
Economy Framework.”

He said collaborations in food
security and digital transforma-
tion could be boosted under the
Asean-China Free Trade Agree-
ment 3.0.

He said in this regard, the
Asean-China Technical Cooper-
ative Agreement could identify

new collaborative programmes in
these sectors. He is leading the
Malaysian delegation to the sum-
mit here until today.

Under Asean’s platform with its
dialogue partners, the bloc an-
nually meets with heads of gov-
ernment from China, India,
Japan, South Korea, United
States, Canada, Australia as well
as representatives from the Unit-
ed Nations.

Meanwhile, Bernama reported
that Anwar, in Program Temu An-
war on Tuesday night, had urged
the younger generations to adopt
the narratives of preserving cul-
ture, patriotism and maturity.

He said the young generation
in Malaysia and Indonesia need-
ed to be wise when seeking sim-
ilarities to avoid differences.

Differences, he said, was some-
thing that could not be avoided,
but could be handled with care to
avoid leading to a split among the
people of both countries.

“There must be clarity and ma-
turity because it can bring about

huge benefits to Malaysia and In-
donesia.”

He said the people of both
countries did not have any prob-
lem wunless some self-centred
politicians caused unnecessary
issues.

“Small issues are blown up to
gain support whereas people in
the region have the same historic
background, but separated by the
colonisation of the Portuguese,
Dutch and English.

“So why must we adopt an im-
proper attitude to erase history
just for the benefit of some?”

He cited a number of incidents
like raising the issue of the Rasa
Sayang song, which originated
from the Malay region, just like
batik with its own uniqueness
and beauty.

“So if there are those who are
keen to discuss the issue of cul-
ture, the most important quality
is humanity and coupled with
love for each other, moral values.

“But these are values that we
have left behind.”

Speaking about Indonesian
workers in Malaysia, he said there
were weaknesses in a number of
cases where they were abused,
but added that action had been
taken against those involved.

“However, a few cases do not
represent the population of
Malaysia. Whether such cases in-
volve Indonesians or Malaysians,
they will go through the legal pro-
cess.”

“Temu Anwar Program”, a di-
alogue between Anwar and
youth, was held for the first time
outside the country.



