
PM MEETS 4 BUSINESS 
TITANS’ TOP EXECS
Google, Boeing 
among top US firms 
interested to expand 
operations in 
Malaysia, says Anwar
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DATUK Seri Anwar 
Ibrahim’s efforts to 
attract investors to 
Malaysia continued 
with meetings with four giant 

companies, namely Google, Boe­
ing, Medtronic and Siemens 
Healthineers.

The one-on-one business meet­
ings were held on the sidelines of 
the 78th United Nations General 
Assembly here.

The meetings were also attend­
ed by Investment, Trade and In­
dustry Minister Tengku Datuk Seri 
Zafrul Tengku Abdul Aziz, Health 
Minister Dr Zaliha Mustafa, For­
eign Minister Datuk Seri Dr Zam- 
bry Abd Kadir and representatives 
from the Malaysian Investment 
Development Authority and the 
Malaysia External Trade Develop­
ment Corporation.

Anwar, who is also finance min­
ister, said these companies had 
expressed their desire to expand 
their operations and businesses 
in Malaysia.

The unity government will also 
facilitate and encourage invest­
ments to ensure that Malaysia 
continued to be the preferred in­
vestment destination in the 
Southeast Asian region.

Anwar also held a meeting with 
economist Professor Joseph 
Stiglitz from Columbia Universi­
ty, who is also the winner of the 
Nobel Memorial Prize in the field 
of economics.

“We used this occasion to ex­
change views regarding the 
economic needs of developing 
countries to be given fairer op­
portunities, especially in an in­
creasingly challenging global en­
vironment.
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“We also discussed measures 
and strategies to increase income 
and eradicate poverty and, at the 
same time, ensure sustainability.

“A more comprehensive edu­
cation system also needs to be 
focused on to build the identity 
and character of the future gen­
eration,” he said.

The ideas discussed will also be 
utilised and cultivated to en­
hance the country’s economic 
potential, Anwar added.

The prime minister also held 
court at a question-and-answer 
session at the Invest Malaysia 
New York event, organised by 
Bursa Malaysia.

This was Bursa Malaysia Bhd’s 
first physical Invest Malaysia 
New York event in six years, as 
part of a push for investments for 
Madani Economy initiatives.

More than 100 representatives 
from major United States com­
panies and fund managers at­
tended the event, as well as the 
roundtable with Fortune 500 
companies held earlier.

At the event, Anwar said de­
spite the rivalry between the US 
and China, the tension in the 
South China Sea and China’s re­
cent huge increase in invest­
ments in Malaysia, the US re­
mained the country’s top in­
vestor.

Anwar said Malaysia was an in­
dependent country and wel­
comed trade and investments 
from everyone, adding that the 
past and present US administra- 

  tions had always been supportive 
and traditional allies.

“We have excellent ties with 
China, too. I feel comfortable 
meeting President Xi Jinping, 
and I have also met Premier Li

Qiang three times.
“That, to me, places Malaysia in 

a unique position to utilise and 
benefit from our relationships 
with both the US and China,” he 
said during the session.

Anwar said Malaysia had ben­
efited from vast investments 
made by major US firms, such as 
Amazon Web Services, Boeing 
and Intel.

He said Malaysia remained one 
of the countries with the best in­
frastructures in the region, and 
was continuously taking steps to 
alleviate investors’ concerns, 
such as the ease of doing busi­
ness, financial procedures and 
corruption.

Last year, the US topped 
Malaysia’s list of foreign direct 
investments, with a net inflow of 
approximately RM37.8 billion.

Last month, outgoing US am­
bassador to Malaysia Brian 
McFeeters said US companies 
had pledged investments to­
talling RM100 billion in various 
sectors in Malaysia over the last 
18 months.

He said these significant in­
vestments were in areas where 
the US wanted to strengthen its 
presence, namely the electronics 
and semiconductor sectors, as 
well as the data centre segment, a 
major growth area,
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