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UTM faculty now
undergoing repairs,
upgrading, says
deputy minister

RIME Minister Datuk Seri
Anwar Ibrahim is expect-
ed to officiate the first ar-
tificial intelligence (AI)

faculty next month, the Dewan

Negara was told yesterday.

“Based on the latest informa-
tion, the AI faculty will be of-
ficiated by the prime minister on
May 3,” said Deputy Higher Ed-
ucation Minister Datuk
Mustapha Sakmud in response to
an additional question from Sen-
ator Datuk Seri Dr Awang
Sariyan.

Awang had asked about the lat-
est developments concerning the
Al faculty at Universiti Teknologi
Malaysia (UTM).

Mustapha said RM20 million,
as announced before, had been
allocated for the establishment of
the AI faculty.

“The Finance Ministry has re-
leased the initial funds, and the
faculty is undergoing repairs and
upgrading work,” he said, adding
that the process of acquiring
equipment for the faculty was
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in progress.

During the tabling of the 2024
Budget in October last year, An-
war announced that the first Al
faculty in the country would be
setup at UTM.

He said it would involve
an initial allocation of RM20 mil-
lion.

“Malaysia must move fast to
lead the field in line with the
global digital boom.

“Digital innovation and talent
must be strengthened, especially
in the AI field, for a more sus-
tainable economic develop-
ment,” he said.




