COURT OF APPEAL

o-member bench to
hear Muhyiddin's appeal

MEW STRAITS TIMES

PUTRAJAYA: A five-member
Court of Appeal bench will hear
Tan Sri Muhyiddin Yassin’s final
bid to restore his discharge and
acquittal on four abuse of power
charges related to the Jana
Wibawa scandal.

The former prime minister’s
lead counsel, Datuk Hisyam Teh
Poh Teik, confirmed
that the appellate
court had allowed
their request.

The case manage-
ment was done be-
fore deputy regis-
trar Muhammad
Noor Firdaus Rosli
yesterday.

“Yes, I can con-
firm the matter. The
(five-member pan-
el) will review our
caseonJuly9.”

The court will also hear the
prosecution’s preliminary objec-
tions on the same date.

The 76-year-old Bersatu pres-
ident and Perikatan Nasional
chairman is appealing against
the decision of a Court of Appeal
bench comprising Datuk Had-
hariah Syed Ismail, Datuk Azmi
Ariffin and Datuk S.M. Komathy
Suppiah.

The judges, on Feb 28, had al-
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lowed the prosecution to rein-
state the four abuse of power
charges and ordered that the case
be remitted to the Kuala Lumpur
Sessions Court.

A High Court judge had on Aug
15 last year acquitted and re-
leased Muhyiddin.

He ruled that the charges were
defective and in bad
faith.

The Jana Wibawa
programme was cat-
ried out during
Muhyiddin’s pre-
miership.

On March 10 last
year, Muhyiddin was
charged with four
counts of using his
positions as prime
minister and Bersatu
president to obtain
bribes amounting to
RM232.5 million from three com-
panies — Bukhary Equity Sdn
Bhd, Nepturis Sdn Bhd and Mam-
for Sdn Bhd — as well as Datuk
Azman Yusoff.

He had allegedly committed
the offences at the prime min-
ister’s office in Putrajaya bet-
ween March 1, 2020 and Aug 20,
2021. On April 18, Muhyiddin
filed an application to quash the
four charges.



