An empowered Global
South is 'inevitable'

NEW DELHI: Malaysia believes
that an empowered Global South
is inevitable and its rise will foster
unity among diverse nations,
while embracing their diversity

and differences, says Prime
Minister Datuk  Seri  Anwar
Ibrahim.

He said the resurgence of the
Global South narratives and the
growing desire for greater parti-
cipation in the international sys-
tem have pushed regional powers
to the forefront and these emer-
ging powers now have opportuni-
ties to exert influence and shape
the discourse on what a Global
South agenda should encompass.

“The Global South represents
the reclaiming of a voice that can
no longer be ignored in the
emerging international order. An
empowered Global South, as I see
it, is inevitable.

"There are now real opportuni-
ties to push the envelope on
addressing global challenges on
terms that we can set in consulta-
tion with one another.

“And this, of course, on pressing
issues that we are all still finding
our footing on - climate change,
supply chain resilience, food
security and artificial intelligence
governance,” he said when deli-
vering a lecture entitled ‘Towards
a Rising Global South: Leveraging
Malaysia-India Ties” at Sapru
House, Indian Council of World
Affairs (ICWA) here on Tuesday,
Bernama reported.

Anwar, who is on a three-day
official visit to India which ended
yesterday, said that despite some
negative perceptions, the Global
South’s movement is not intended
to exclude the Global North.

Instead, he said it is based on
recognising the Global South’s
growing influence and a commit-

ment to collaborate as equals
within complex strategic con-
texts.

“In fact, the Global South mobi-
lisation is predicated on the
acceptance of our growing agen-
cy and the desire to work together
as equals within our complex

Working visit: Anwar speaking at a meeting with the president of India’s ruling party, Bharatiya Janata Party,
JP Nadda (second from left) in New Delhi. Also present is Digital Minister Gobind Singh Deo (third, right).
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strategic contexts,” he added.

He said that as a significant
driver of global prosperity, the
Global South currently accounts
for around 40% of the world’s
gross domestic product and 85%
of the global population.

By 2030, three of the four larg-
est economies are projected to
come from the Global South, with
India among them.

The Global South is a term used
to describe countries primarily
located in Africa, Latin America,

Asia and Oceania.

These countries are generally
regarded as less economically
developed compared to those in
the Global North, which includes
Europe, North America and parts
of East Asia.



