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THE new Central Database 
Hub (Padu) will ensure 
there are no leakages in 
the distribution of aid.

Prime Minister Datuk Seri An­
war Ibrahim, who launched the 
database yesterday, said Malay­
sians would play a crucial role in 
ensuring that aid does not go to 
those who do not need it.

He said Malaysians must reg­
ister and update their household 
information to ensure they do not 
miss out on aid.

He said Padu, which combines 
data from various government 
agencies, was one of the outcomes 
of the Madani government’s new 
approach, demonstrating the ag­
ile implementation and collective 
efforts of the whole government.

“The idea of developing Padu 
was discussed during the Nation­
al Economic Action Council 
meeting on May 15, 2023, with an 
emphasis on phased implemen­
tation to ensure a smooth and

integrated system.
“Today marks the initial pio­

neering steps. However, the jour­
ney ahead is still far.

“The development and audit 
processes will continue to en­
hance the quality of this initial 
product,” he said yesterday.

The aim of Padu is to provide a 
comprehensive and integrated 
database of profiles of the pop­
ulation, he said.

“This data sharing encompass­
es Padu merging information on 
income, demographics and assis­
tance received by the population.

“By building holistic profiles 
for each individual, it enables da­
ta analysis and aids in formulat­
ing more precise policies to meet 
the people’s needs.”

He said comprehensive data 
sources like Padu and databases 
like the ones for the Rahmah Cash 
Aid and e-Madani initiatives were 
instrumental in implementing 
subsidy reforms.

“The methodology for this will 
be communicated at an appro­
priate time, following discussions 
with all stakeholders.

“The wellbeing of the people 
will never be neglected.”

With the comprehensive, accu­
rate and up-to-date data in Padu, 
he said, the government would be 
able to boost the assistance sys­
tem and ensure all eligible in­
dividuals receive aid.

He said Padu would minimise 
wastage by reducing the number 
of ineligible people who get aid.

“It can minimise inclusion and 
exclusion errors. Padu is a crucial 
element in the government’s strat­
egy for targeted subsidy imple­
mentation.”

When developing Padu, Anwar 
said, system security and pre­
venting information leaks were 
top priorities.

He said to ensure secure data 
handling, cybersecurity aspects, 
including system security and 
personal information protection, 
received special attention.

“Economy Minister Rafizi Ram- 
li has made the best effort to en­
sure that there are no data leaks 
originating from Padu.”

Rafizi said Padu’s implementa­
tion was expected to cut the coun­
try’s fiscal deficit to between three 
and 3.5 per cent of the gross do­
mestic product (GDP) by 2025. The 
fiscal deficit for 2023 is expected to 
be five per cent of GDP.

He said Padu includes individ­
ual profiles that contain basic de­
mographic information, address, 
education, household composi­
tion, employment, income, com­
mitments and received aid.

He said Padu would provide a 
more accurate measurement of 
the socio-economic status of the 
people based on net disposable in­
come, preventing misallocation.

“This measurement method 
takes into account the number 
of dependents, household size, 
cost of living based on location,
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