Dr M's racial remarks made to

divert attention,

KUALA LUMPUR: Malaysian-Indi-
an Chamber of Commerce and

Industries  Coalition (MAICCI)
says Tun Dr Mahathir Mo-
hamad’s recent playing-up of

racial sentiments is

says MAICC

statement  was
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and ethnic tension.
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“I challenge him said Prime Minister
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ment. [ feel that
when the Malaysian
Anti-Corruption
Commission
(MACC) started taking action
against the ‘big guns’, he wanted
to create a diversion by stirring up
racial tension so that he and his
family won’t be bothered by the
investigators. He (Mahathir) is
clever,” he said after the MAICCI
Ponggal Festival and launch of
the  Women  Entrepreneurship
programme (WES) at MAICCI
House here yesterday.

Gobalakrishnan also expressed
disappointment over Dr Ma-
hathir’s statement alleging that
the Indian community was not
entirely loyal to the country.

He added that he believed the

MAICCI president

Ibrahim had al-
ready said that Dr

Mabhathir’s state-
ment was unac-

ceptable.
“This  (statement from the

prime minister) is very appropri-
ate. The country’s top leader has
responded, so we don’t need to
pursue the matter because we
won’t gain any benefit from it,”
he said.

Anwar previously told the peo-
ple not to entertain outdated
thoughts like Dr Mahathir’s, de-
scribing them as damaging to the
country.

He said the insulting statement
was deliberately made to divert
attention from the government’s
national transformation efforts.



