Start 2024 projects now, says PM

Funds already distributed to ministries since Budget 2024 announcement

By ARFA YUNUS
arfayunus@thestar.com.my

CYBERJAYA: Proceed with all
new projects instead of waiting
for the end of the first quarter.
This was the instruction given by
Datuk Seri Anwar Ibrahim to all
ministries.

Projects announced in Budget
2024 should already begin since
the funds for them have been dis-
tributed to all ministries, said the
Prime Minister.

"One of the issues we raised
(during the retreat) is to ensure
that projects announced during
the (2024) Budget should not wait
for the normal process of (waiting
for the) first quarter. Start now,”
he told reporters after the unity
government Cabinet Members’
Retreat here yesterday.

“We have accomplished a
record achievement in the 2023
assessment of projects imple-
mented, and for 2024, we want
these (projects) to be implement-
ed fast, which means they (the
ministries) can proceed without
having to wait for the first quar-
ter (to end).

“Funds have been disbursed. I
believe for the first time in the
history of the Treasury, it has dis-
bursed the funds to various min-
istries in January,” he said during
a press conference at the
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The retreat was held for two
days on Wednesday and Thursday
and was attended by Anwar, his
31 ministers and other public offi-
cials.
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He explained that the retreat
was slightly different than before,
as Cabinet members had gar-
nered input not only from each
other but also from local and
international experts.
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Among the topics that the
retreat focused on were the econ-
omy, education, public service,
digital transformation, renewable
energy and Artificial Intelligence
(Al), he said.

'We are open to all suggestions
and criticisms because we can
accept the fact that there is always
room for improvement and we
must always upgrade our services
to the public because the goal is
the wellbeing of the rakyat.

“We also highlighted issues of
national unity, political stability,
teamwork in the Cabinet and
most importantly, effective imple-
mentation of policies.

‘“We have received many inputs
from the private sector, research-
ers and experts. Even internation-
al experts gave us valuable
inputs,” he added.

Anwar also refused to reveal
the identity of the new Employees
Provident Fund (EPF) chief execu-
tive officer (CEO) as the candi-
dates are still being screened.

“We will expedite it (the
appointment) and there are a few
names being considered.

“However, there is a process
where (the candidates) must be
screened by the MACC (Malaysian
Anti-Corruption Commission),
LHDN (Inland Revenue Board),
Bank Negara Malaysia and the
police. This process may take a
few weeks.”

Currently, the EPF CEO post is
vacant following the appointment
of Datuk Seri Amir Hamzah
Azizan as Finance Minister II in
December.
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