
OVER PERSONAL DISPUTE

Anwar and Muhyiddin drop defamation suits
KUALA LUMPUR: Both Datuk Seri 
Anwar Ibrahim and Tan Sri 
Muhyiddin Yassin have agreed to 
drop defamation suits against 
each other.

In a joint statement yesterday, 
the prime minister and former 
prime minister said the decision 
was made following the recom­
mendations of the High Court 
judge and the current state of the 
nation, particularly the people’s 
welfare.

“Both Anwar and Muhyiddin 
have agreed and decided to cease 
their personal dispute and the 
proceedings at the High Court.

“They also express their appre­
ciation to the High Court judge 
and officials involved and hope 
that the decision will be accepted 
and respected by all parties.

“They have also agreed not to 
make further statements regard­
ing the matter and hope that the 
issue will not be used to disrupt 
the nation’s stability and confi­
dence in the judiciary,” the state­
ment read.

The statement was published 
via the Facebook accounts of An­
war and Muhyiddin.

Meanwhile, an official 
spokesperson told the New 
Straits Times that the defamation 
suit was related to the dispute 
between the two on the settle­
ment of Felda’s 
debts and claims 
that Anwar was 
paid RM15 million 
while he was the 
economic adviser 
to Selangor

Muhyiddin, who 
is the Perikatan Na- 
sional (PN) chair­
man in July last 
year had demand­
ed an open and un­
conditional written 
apology from An­
war following the 
latter’s claim that 
Felda settlers’ debt 
totalling RM8.3 bil­
lion had never been waived dur­
ing PN’s administration.

Muhyiddin insisted that he had 
been responsible for executing a 
decision in 2021 and accused An­
war of lying to claim credit.

Anwar then responded by say­
ing that Muhyiddin’s administra­

tion had only agreed to the debt 
waiver, but never followed 
through with it.

He also released documents to 
prove that he was the one who 

had signed a debt 
waiver scheme for 
Felda settlers and 
demanded an apol­
ogy from Muhyid­
din over the latter’s 
Felda claim.

Meanwhile, in De­
cember 2022, An­
war filed a defama­
tion suit against 
Muhyiddin over the 
latter’s statement 
d u r i n g  a P N  ce- 
ramah, in which he 
claimed that Anwar 
had received RM15 
million from the Se­
langor state govern­

ment as its economic adviser.
Anwar in his suit had sought 

compensation for general and ex­
emplary damages, as well as an 
injunction to restrain the defen­
dant from further disclosing, 
composing or publishing similar 
statements against him.
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