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TRIBUTE TO LATE SENATE PRESIDENT

‘MUTANG PRINCIPLED, 
UPHELD GOOD VALUES’
Malaysia lost a 
leader who was 
serious about 
parliamentary 
reform, says PM

KUALA LUMPUR

PRIME Minister Datuk Seri 
A n w a r  I b r a h i m  s a i d  
Malaysia lost a dedicated 
leader committed to par­

liamentary reforms with the 
death of Dewan Negara president 
Senator Datuk Mutang Tagal.

He said Mutang was deter­
mined in this effort and began 
serious discussions on the matter 
soon after his appointment in 
February.

''He had not been active in pol­
itics for a long time. However, 
immediately upon his appoint­
ment as Dewan Negara president, 
he started engaging in serious 
discussions on parliamentary re­
form with Dewan Rakyat Speaker 
Tan Sri Johari (Abdul).

“He (Mutang) was a principled 
individual who upheld good val­
ues. We lost a Senate president 
who had the capability to elevate 
the dignity of the Dewan Negara 
and advocate for the reform of 
our parliamentary system,'' An­
war told reporters when met at 
the N i r v a n a  C e n t r e  K u a l a  
Lumpur, yesterday.

The prime minister arrived at 
the memorial centre at noon to 
pay his last respects to Mutang, 
who died at the National Heart 
Institute (IJN) here on Friday.

Mutang had fallen ill during a 
working visit to Azerbaijan and 
was flown back to Malaysia for 
treatment.

Anwar spent about 20 minutes 
with Mutang’s family members, 
including his widow Datin Ho 
May Leng and their three chil­
dren to convey his condolences.

Anwar recalled that Mutang be­
gan his parliamentary career in 
1982.

“We were b o t h  young back 
t h e n .  W e  w e r e  a m o n g  t h e  
younger members of parliament 
at that time, and we often felt 
sidelined by the senior mem­
bers.”

H a i l i n g  f r o m  B a ’ k e l a l a n ,  
Sarawak, Mutang was a lawyer 
and businessman before joining 
politics.

Mutang, a Parti Pesaka Bumi- 
putera Bersatu member, made 
his electoral debut in the 1982 
general election. He won the Buk- 
it Mas (now Lawas) federal seat 
for Barisan Nasional and held the 
constituency until 1990.

He had a Master’s of Business 
Administration from Curtin Uni­
versity, and held several non-gov­
ernmental positions, including 
president of the Orang Ulu Cham­
ber of Commerce and Industry.

He was sworn in as the 20th 
Senate president in February fol­
lowing the resignation of Tun 
Wan Junaidi Tuanku Jaafar, who 
was subsequently appointed as 
the Yang Dipertua Negeri of 
Sarawak.

According to a statement from 
the Senate President’s Office, an­
other memorial service will be 
held at the Borneo Evangelical 
Mission Church in Miri at 10am 
today.

Mutang will be laid to rest at the 
S i d a n g  I n j i l  B o r n e o  L a m b i r  
Cemetery tomorrow.


