PM: No let up in graft fight

Two years in, Anwar vows continued focus on ending corruption
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KUALA LUMPUR: As the Madani
government reaches its two-year
mark, the Prime Minister has
vowed to double down on its fight
against corruption.

Datuk Seri Anwar Ibrahim said
the country’s corruption level has
significantly —reduced compared
to the past as the Madani govern-
ment has dedicated itself to eradi-
cating such practices.

He voiced his disappointment
with “certain groups” that used
the rhetoric of race and religion to
justify —not taking appropriate
action against the scourge of cor-
ruption, which has become near-
ly systemic in the country.

“We must eliminate it. But don’t
think it is easy, as we’ve witnessed
recently with those defending the
ultra-wealthy  hoarding  wealth
while the public suffers.

“Sometimes, I'm puzzled as to
how a supposed champion of
race and religion can defend cor-
rupt individuals,” Anwar said
yesterday during a town hall ses-
sion held to mark two years of

Madani government.

Anwar, who is also the Finance
Minister, said the government
would not allow for misappro-
priation or abuse of power in
administrating the country.

“Do not manipulate issues that
could cause harm.

“Practices that harm the nation,
such as hoarding the country’s
wealth, cannot be allowed,” he
said.

“If there are weaknesses, we
acknowledge them and we strive
to improve.”

Anwar said the government
wants to put an end to graft prac-
tices, citing as an example that all
funds should be obtained through
transparent procedures.

He spoke of the need for firm
leadership and a strong political
will.

Anwar also commended
enforcement agencies such as the
police, the Malaysian Anti-
Corruption Commission and the
Inland Revenue Board for their
diligent work.

As for criticism against the rul-
ing administration, he said the
government would continue to be
answerable to all issues that

emerged and would not hide
from problems.

As an example, he said the gov-
ernment had provided answers
in Parliament on issues such as
travel details related to official
trips overseas.

“We will not cover up. We will
provide an explanation,” he said.

On Thursday, Anwar told the
Dewan Rakyat that companies
involved in these trips would bear
a significant portion of the travel
costs.

“They paid for their flight
expenses, which means they cov-
ered about 75% of our overseas
travel costs,” he was quoted as
saying.

Communications Minister
Fahmi Fadzil subsequently said
the government saved almost
RM1mil by using a privately char-

tered flight for the Prime
Minister’s recent official visits
abroad.

Yesterday, Anwar also acknow-
ledged that he is still getting
allowances in his capacity as the
Tambun MP.

Dismissing accusations by his
critics that he is trying to be better
than the prophet by rejecting his
salary as the country’s Prime
Minister and Finance Minister, he
said: "When I said that I did not
take my salary, I was mocked.
What if I start accepting my sala-
ry again next year? It will be
odd.”

He said that his wife Datuk Seri
Dr Wan Azizah Wan Ismail had
also received her allowances as
she is Bandar Tun Razak MP.

“When we combined (the
allowances), it is okay. I am not
poor,” he quipped.

He said that criticism against
him for not accepting his salary
was a case of “petty politics being
played”.

On Nov 5, PAS president Tan Sri
Abdul Hadi Awang told Dewan
Rakyat that the move by “an indi-
vidual” to reject his salary as
prime minister implied that he
was attempting to appear more
virtuous than Prophet Muham-
mad.
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