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Malaysia and China 
have laid the ground­
work for increased in­
vestment and trade 

that can enhance the economies 
of both countries, said Prime Min­
ister Datuk Seri Anwar Ibrahim.

“We believe that a stronger 
bond and strategic, comprehen­
sive relations with China will help 
not only Malaysia, but the region 
immensely, and we will continue 
to embark on that policy,” Anwar 
said in his speech at the 17th 
World Chinese Entrepreneurs 
Convention.

He said robust trade and in­
vestment underpinned the ties 
between the two countries, with 
China being Malaysia’s largest 
trading partner for 15 years.

“For 2023, China was the fifth 
largest foreign investor. With the 
ongoing trend and the recent visit 
by Premier Li Qiang in June this 
year, the enduring friendship and 
mutual respect between Malaysia

and China have been reaffirmed.   
He said Malaysia and China 

were collaborating on several ini­
tiatives, including the Five-Year 
Programme for Economic and 
Trade Cooperation and the Mem­
orandum of Understanding on 
Strengthening Investment Coop­
eration in Digital Economy and 
Green Development.

He said Malaysia’s relationship 
with China extended beyond tra­
ditional investment policies and 
practices to include sectors like 
tourism.

Anwar told entrepreneurs they 
were welcome to share their ideas 
on economic policies to create a 
more conducive ecosystem for 
investments and innovation.

He said the government was 
open to adjusting policies to en­
sure inclusivity.

“Under the Madani Economy 
framework, I can assure you that 
we will continue to prioritise the 
enhancement of our economic 
landscape, fostering an environ­
ment conducive to investment 
and innovation.

“We have, of course, crafted poli­
cies, but you advise us on what 
else needs to be done to foster an 
environment conducive to invest­
ment and innovation.”

He said the country’s economic 
success would ensure better 
housing, education, healthcare 
and infrastructure for all.

“This is what we mean by in­
clusivity, policies that help pro­

mote economic growth and cater 
to the welfare of the people.”

He said the government had al­
ways recognised the role Chinese 
entrepreneurs played in driving 
the Malaysian and global econ­
omy.

“From Southeast Asia to East 
Asia, the United States, Canada, 
Europe and Africa, Chinese en­
trepreneurs have collaborated 
closely with others and laid the 
foundations for forging deeper 
and stronger business and eco­
nomic links across national bor­
ders.”

He said the government was 
committed to its policy of neu­
trality, where it continues to en­
gage both the West and the East 
in investing in the country.

“We also recognise the stark 
and phenomenal changes taking 
place in the geopolitics and eco­
nomic vibrancy of China.”

Anwar said Malaysia was col­
laborating with its neighbours, 
citing projects like the North Eco­
nomic Zone in Thailand and New 
Economic initiatives in Singa­
pore, among others.

Some 4,000 Malaysian business 
leaders and delegates from Asia, 
Europe, the Middle East and 
North and South America are par­
ticipating in the three-day con­
vention organised by the Asso­
ciated Chinese Chambers of Com­
merce and Industry of Malaysia at 
the Kuala Lumpur Convention 
Centre. The event ends today.
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