AHEAD OF WORLD AVERAGE

Malaysia
hits 43pc
of 248 SDG
goals

KUALA LUMPUR: Malaysia has
achieved 43 per cent of the 248
current indicators for the Sus-
tainable Development Goals
(SDG), compared with the global
average of only 17 per cent.

Prime Minister Datuk Seri An-
war Ibrahim said based on the
analysis, the country is in a good
position, although he cautioned
against relying solely on these
metrics.

“Even though we are ahead
(than other countries), during
discussions, I emphasised that
we should not solely use such
measures as they only provide a
small indication.

“We should ask whether the
goals of the Madani economy and
the SDGs are essential for the
country and for humanity.

“If the answer is yes, then we
must accelerate our efforts to
achieve better performance.

“That to me, is our bench-
mark,” he said in a speech at the

2024 Malaysia Sustainable Devel-
opment Goals Summit here, yes-
terday.

Also present were Deputy
Health Minister Datuk Lukanis-
man Awang Sauni, Auditor Gen-
eral Datuk Wan Suraya Wan Mo-
hd Radzi and Deputy Economy
Minister Datuk Hanifah Hajar
Taib.

Anwar reaffirmed the govern-
ment’s commitment to achieving
the SDGs effectively.

He said the government is ded-
icated to addressing issues of val-

ues, humanity and compassion
extending beyond the current
major pillars of the SDGs, which
include economic, social and en-
vironmental imperatives.

“We should do whatever is nec-
essary to our best to ensure that
we achieve these goals in a more
spectacular manner.

“Because that is a sign of what
Madani is all about... it is about
sustainability, it’s about ihsan
and compassion, and to appre-
ciate the need to survive as a na-
tion, as human beings.

“‘I'm appalled by the fact that
we still have leaders who are still
proponents of climate denial.

“With all this level of sophis-
tication, knowledge and under-
standing, we still have that prob-
lem.”

Anwar said economic develop-
ment and sustainability are
meaningless without an under-
standing of righteousness and
humanity.

“Justice and security include
the environment and climate,
which we can partly determine
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and accept as a statement of the
laws of nature.”

However, he said there were ar-
eas that need continued focus
and improvement.

“The ministry concerned,
which is the Economy Ministry
and the Auditor General tradi-
tionally focus on auditing finan-
cial accounts.

“But we are now moving be-
yond that. We need to look at
policies and determinants that
will safeguard our community
and our nation.”



