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Prime Minister Datuk Seri Anwar Ibrahim leaving Masjid Darussalam, Kampung Batu 14, Puchong, after 
Friday prayers. PIC BY AIZUDDIN SAAD

A
N upcoming overseas 

trip for 68 government 
officials has been can­
celled as Prime Minister 

Datuk Seri Anwar Ibrahim’s ad­
ministration tries to curtail ex­

cessive public spending.
“We are more stringent and de­
cided on this in the cabinet meet­
ing on Wednesday.” he told re­
porters after Friday prayers in 

Kampung Pasir here.
“All new projects (and) over­
seas trips must be referred to the 
secretary-general or 
director (of the min­
istry or agencies) 
and approved by 

the minister.”
Anwar, who is also 
finance minister, 
said the trip to 
Berlin, Germany, 
was for an exhibi­
tion involving gov­
ernment officials.
The cancellation 
was made despite 
the hotel and flight 
bookings already 

being made.
He said it was part of the gov­
ernment’s reforms on ministries, 
departments and agencies.

“I have to be strict (about this) 
as (government) trips abroad will 

incur costs on the 
people’s money.

“The trip cancella­
tion, through this 
stern decision, will 
send a clear mes­
sage. The ministers 
must present (the 
budgeting) to the 
cabinet and we will 
normally make the 
necessary cuts, oth­
erwise we forego or 
postpone the trip to 
save costs.”

He said the chief 
secretary to the government, 
Public Service Department direc- 
tor-general and secretaries-gen- 
eral whom he met had agreed

with the stance.
He said the majority of civil ser­

vants understood and supported 
the move; and agreed that such 
things “must not be allowed”.

In Putrajaya, government 
spokesman and Communica­
tions Minister Fahmi Fadzil said 
any overseas trips for ministry 
officials must be signed off by the 
respective ministers as the gov­
ernment wanted to improve gov­
ernance and save on cost.

He said this was Anwar’s di­
rective as part of efforts to reduce 
the country’s debt.

Previously, all overseas trips 
only needed approval from min­
istry secretaries-general.

“The prime minister wishes to 
improve management and gov­
ernance. Regarding overseas

trips, there needs to be a ratio­
nalisation of the number of peo­
ple going, whether it could be re­
duced, and where cost savings 
can be made. All of this should be 
taken into consideration.

“We are working to reduce the 
country’s debt. Therefore, the 
prime minister wants to scruti­
nise all aspects, including over­
seas trips,” he said after the Com­
munications Ministry’s monthly 
assembly.

Fahmi added that the govern­
ment would review all aspects of 
service delivery and project 
mechanisms to ensure that there 
were no stalled projects.

“What is clear is that the prime 
minister wants to ensure every 
ringgit and sen of the rakyat is 
spent wisely,” he said.

''I have to be 
        strict (about 
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(government) 
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