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PRIME Minister Datuk Seri 
Anwar Ibrahim has di­
rected the Malaysian 
Communications and 

M u l t i m e d i a  C o m m i s s i o n  
(MCMC) and the Higher Educa­
tion Ministry to collaborate in ad­
dressing Internet connectivity is­
sues at public universities.

Communications Minister 
Fahmi Fadzil said Anwar wanted 
the process to be expedited, es­
pecially given the upcoming new 
semester.

“God willing, (Higher Educa­
tion Minister) Datuk Seri Dr 
Zambry Abd Kadir and I will ad­
dress this promptly,” Fahmi said 
during the weekly press confer­
ence following the cabinet meet­
ing yesterday.

He said the matter was brought 
up in yesterday’s cabinet meeting 
following the National Digital 
Economy and Fourth Industrial 
Revolution Council meeting last 
week.

The government, through 
MCMC and the ministry, has 
been working to improve the In­
ternet connectivity at public uni­
versities at least since a year ago.

In January 2023, Fahmi in­
structed MCMC to provide a com­
prehensive report on the issue.

He said the report was impor­
tant as a basis for him to under­
stand the matter affecting uni­
versity students.

Later that year, Fahmi said 
MCMC would hold engagement 
sessions with all university de­
velopment departments to assess 
the Internet infrastructure on 
their respective campuses.

Later, the then higher educa­
tion minister Datuk Seri Mo- 
hamed Khaled Nordin said his 
ministry would prioritise efforts 
to upgrade networks, including 
the expansion and improvement 
of WiFi coverage at all public uni­
versities.

On a separate issue, Fahmi said

a TikTok account allegedly sell­
ing drugs has been taken down.

He confirmed that the account 
was no longer accessible in 
Malaysia as of yesterday morn­
ing, following TikTok’s action.

Fahmi said he had instructed 
MCMC to widen its investigation 
to identify other entities involved 
in similar activities.

“MCMC will reach out to Tik­
Tok to determine how such an 
account was allowed to operate 
and for how long it has been ac­
tive.”

Fahmi said MCMC had filed a 
report regarding the issue, leav­
ing it to the authorities to carry 
out the investigation.

On Tuesday, X users, particu- 
larly parents and adults, were 
alerted about a Thai lollipop 
called Candy Fun, believed to 
contain recreational drugs.

Packaged in pink with an image 
of a cartoonish monster, the dark 
brown or purplish lollipop has 
gained traction among children, 
youths and partygoers.

Some people have expressed 
their concerns about the sale of 
these drug-laced lollipops.

One X user, @cazzrah, ques­
tioned TikTok management 
about how such content could be 
posted on its platform.

“ W h o  o v e r s e e s  T i k T o k  
Malaysia? Which sub-company is 
responsible? All your moderators 
are so young — don’t they know 
how to check the comments sec­
tion? Other people’s posts get re­
moved for minor mistakes, but 
s o m e t h i n g  l i k e  t h i s  g e t s

through?” he said.
On another issue, Fahmi con­

firmed the termination of J-Kom 
director-general Mohd Khairud- 
din Othman, but no permanent 
replacement has been appointed 
yet.

“For now, his duties will be 
temporarily reassigned, but it’s 
unclear when a permanent re­
placement will be appointed, as 
there is a process involved.”

He declined to disclose the rea­
son behind the termination, say­
ing that the process followed 
standard procedures.

On Tuesday, the media report­
ed that Khairuddin had been re­
moved from the position, just six 
months after his appointment.

Khairuddin, who is Selangor 
PKR secretary, confirmed to Utu- 
san Malaysia that his contract 
was terminated but did not ex­
plain why.

“It is true. It (contract) has been 
terminated. I am no longer the 
director-general,” he said, adding 
questions on the matter should 
be referred to Fahmi.

Khairuddin was appointed 
J-Kom director-general on 
March 1, replacing Datuk Dr Mo­
hammad Agus Yusoff, who re­
signed last November.

This followed controversy over 
an alleged video call between 
Agus and a staff member, which 
featured a salacious conversation.

Agus and the staff member said 
that while the video was authen­
tic, the audio had been manip­
ulated by a person they identified 
as “Mr H”.
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