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GROWING CHALLENGES

ANWAR: UNITY KEY TO
MALAYSIA’S RESILIENCE
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driving force behind 
country's progress, 
says PM
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DATUK Seri Anwar 
Ibrahim has empha­
sised that Malaysia’s 
unity remains the cor- 

nerstone of the nation's re­
silience, especially in the face of 
growing global and domestic 
challenges.

The prime minister highlight­
ed the strength found in the 
country’s diversity, urging 
Malaysians to recognise that uni­
ty, not division, has been the 
driving force behind Malaysia’s 
progress and stability.

''Earlier, I saw many visitors 
from various races and religions 
here.

“This is the beauty that some­
times we Malaysians take for 
granted as something normal, 
but this is the strength that builds 
our nation.

“Countries with diverse races 
and religions indeed face major

challenges. How can we manage 
these differences without creat­
ing tension and hostility?

''Hostility leads to disaster. 
Rarely do we see countries like 
Malaysia that can manage such 
diversity.'' He said this at the 
state-level Madani Aidilfitri cel­
ebration at Stadium Indera Mulia 
here on Friday.

The Tambun member of par­
liament reflected on Malaysia’s 
journey to independence, ac­
knowledging that the early years 
of nation-building were met with 
scepticism.

“International observers once 
doubted Malaysia’s unity due to 
its complex racial and religious 
makeup

“Fragile due to cultural differ­
ences and strong racial senti­
ments.

“Many thought it wouldn’t last, 
especially when the May 13 
tragedy occurred.

“But thank God, since 1969, 
there have been no major racial 
tensions. And because of this, the 
nation today has risen in dignity 
and status as a strong country.” 

Anwar said, in terms of the 
economy, Malaysia has moved 
swiftly to open new trade chan­
nels in key global economies, in­
cluding India, China, Brazil and 
South Africa.

“We’ve been aggressive in seek­

ing new markets. We’re now trad­
ing more with countries like 
Brazil and South Africa, which 
are economic giants in their re­
gions.

“Even our exports to Egypt have 
grown by 34 per cent in just one 
year. Proton, which previously 
struggled to break into foreign 
markets, has now managed to pro- 
duce Proton vehicles in Egypt.”

Despite economic optimism, 
he warned that Malaysia’s future 
depends not just on numbers but 
on unity and clean governance.

“I want to stress that we must 
not be careless or take these mat­
ters lightly. We’re talking about 
the digital age now.

“But instead, the conversation 
is about fear — fear of Christians, 
fear of the Chinese taking over, 
and DAP as a bogeyman — that 
never goes away.

“If our leadership has integrity, 
no one will dare disturb us.

“But if we’re weak, corruptible, 
easily bought, intimidated, and 
anxious, there’s no need for any 
ghosts.

“My hope and aspirations are 
sky high.

“I truly love this country, and 
when I look at the children, the 
people, their struggles and po­
tential, I believe we can elevate 
the dignity of all races and all 
citizens.”
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