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PARTI Pribumi Bersatu 
Malaysia’s legal bid to 
challenge the freezing 
and seizure of its bank ac­

counts is linked to the criminal 
case faced by its president, Tan 
Sri Muhyiddin Yassin, the High 

Court heard.
Senior federal counsel Nurhafiz- 
za Azizan, representing the gov­
ernment and the Malaysian Anti- 
Corruption Commission (MACC), 
told the court that the matter 
should therefore be determined by 

a criminal court.
She said there was a direct con­
nection between the charges 
against the former prime minis­
ter and the party, as he was being 
prosecuted in his capacity as 
Bersatu president.
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“The charges are not against 
Bersatu itself, but against Muhyid­
din personally. Therefore, this is­
sue should be argued in a criminal 
court, not through these judicial 
review proceedings.

“The seizure order has not ex­
pired because the charges against

Muhyiddin take precedence over 
the seizure order, until and un­
less a final judgment is made in 
that case.”

Earlier, lawyer Chetan Jethwani 
argued that the two Bersatu bank 
accounts remain inaccessible to 
the party, even though the MACC’s

seizure notice issued on April 13, 
2023 had long expired.

He said the 12-month investi­
gation period under the anti­
money laundering law had ex­
pired in January last year.

The AmBank and CIMB Islamic 
Bank accounts should have been 
returned to the party, he said.

“All the charges are against Tan 
Sri (Muhyiddin), not Bersatu, and 
cannot be against Bersatu.

“The attorney-general’s con­
sent to prosecute is against him.”

He said MACC froze the two 
Bersatu accounts in January 2023, 
then seized them in April 2023, 
a month after Muhyiddin was 
charged.

He said Section 52A of the Anti- 
Money Laundering, Anti-Terror­
ism Financing and Proceeds of 
Unlawful Activities Act 2001 pro­
vides a time limit if the person 
against whom the order is made 
has not been charged under the 
act.

“Instead of returning the bank 
accounts to Bersatu, the MACC 
has continued to wrongfully deny 
the party access to its accounts.”

On Oct 30, 2023, the court al­
lowed Bersatu to begin judicial 
review proceedings to challenge 
the MACC’s decision to freeze the 
two accounts.
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