NATIONAL INTEREST

Anwar: Ditch issues
that undermine unity

IPOH: Prime Minister Datuk Seri
Anwar Ibrahim has called on all
Malaysians to focus on the na-
tion’s progress and interests
rather than issues that could un-
dermine unity.

He said Malaysia should also
serve as a model for strong racial
unity.

“This country has great poten-
tial.

“There is no need to stir con-

ebrating the festivals of other
communities.

“Some have raised the issue of
Malays celebrating Chinese New
Year, Thaipusam — things that
have never been a problem for
decades are now being made into
an issue.

“But do we want to entertain
this, or focus on our unity?
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Anwar said
Malaysia was
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Anwar also criticised the ac-
tions of certain parties who
raised concerns about different
ethnic groups in the country cel-

unity? And why
unity? To boost
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government’s  con-
cern for this global
issue.

“For example, the
STR (Rahmah Cash
Aid) has increased
to RM13 billion.
That is why we have
increased the STR,
because we know the cost of liv-
ing has gone up.

“This is a problem faced by the
whole world, and I have also
raised the salaries of civil
servants as they have not been
increased for 12 years,” the prime
minister added.



