ANWAR: ASEAN MUST
BUILD UP SUPPLY CHAIN

This is vital in light
of US tariffs and
global trade
retaliation, says PM

HANOI
SEAN must build a ro-
bust and resilient sup-
ply chain ecosystem in
the region to tackle
geostrategic  challenges, particu-

larly in light of new tariffs im-
posed by the United States and
retaliatory tariffs from affected
countries.
Prime Minister Datuk Seri An-
war Ibrahim said while some
might perceive that Asean could
benefit from the reshuffling of
global supply chains, the reality
was far more complex and dif-
ficult to implement.
“The  question remains, can
Asean truly capitalise on this
change, or will we become caught
in the rivalry of great powers?” he
said in his keynote address at the
Asean Future Forum 2025 here
yesterday.
“In any case, we must ensure
that any benefits from invest-
ment and trade are distributed
fairly among member states and
do not exacerbate inequalities.”

He said the 10-nation bloc
needed to adopt a new model of
trade integration that aligned

with global trends toward envi-
ronmental sustainability.

“The economic development
gap across our region is stark.
“For instance, the per capita

gross domestic product (GDP) of
some Asean member states can
be more than 34 times higher
than others. This is a challenge

we must address collectively.
“We must be committed to en-
suring that no country in Asean is
left behind in the pursuit of eco-

nomic growth,” he said.
In Hanoi for a two-day working
visit that ended yesterday, Anwar,
also participated in a panel dis-
cussion  alongside  Vietnamese
Prime Minister Pham Minh Chinh,
New Zealand Prime Minister
Christopher Luxon and Timor-

Leste President Jose Ramos-Horta.
In his address, Anwar said
Asean member states were for-
tunate to be located in the most
peaceful region in the world,
which was also home to fast-
growing economies.
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“In this era of competition and
differences, Asean must shine,
fostering a region that is sustain-
able, harmonious and econom-
ically dynamic,” he said.

He said Malaysia’s approach to
prosperity was centred on sus-
tainability and equitable eco-
nomic development, which were
the core pillars of collaborative
efforts.

“We must be committed to en-
suring that no country in Asean is
left behind in efforts to achieve
economic growth.

“The strength of
Asean lies in its
ability ~ to  unite
through dialogue

and act as a robust
economic bloc, har-

He said this when commenting
on Malaysia’s  record-breaking
approved investment in 2024,
which reached RM378.5 billion.

This marked a 14.9 per cent
year-on-year increase, with more
than 6,700 projects across key
sectors.

The Investment, Trade and In-
dustry Ministry said total invest-
ment was expected to create more
than 207,000 jobs, strengthening
Malaysia’s position as a major in-
vestment destination.

Despite facing global economic
challenges, the country contin-
ued to attract significant invest-
ments, with domestic investment
contributing  RM208.1 billion (55
per cent) and foreign investment
contributing RM170.4 billion (45
percent).

Foreign investor confidence in
Malaysia remained robust, with
strategic investments from five
major countries: the United States

with RM32.8 billion,
Germany with
RM32.2 billion, Chi-
na with RM28.2 bil-
lion, Singapore with
RM27.3 billion, and
Hong Kong (RM7.4

nessing its poten- billion).
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“Alhamdulillah,
we have achieved

another record high growth in
history. This achievement is crit-
ical for us.

“Investments from foreign
companies such as Infineon, Mi-
crosoft and Google will help build
a network of young talent, much
of which is trained by these com-
panies. Moreover, our universi-
ties also need to adjust the cours-
es they offer, such as artificial
intelligence ~ (AI),  connectivity
and food technology,” he said.

will come with

opportunities in
Malaysia.

He said that these
trips were for work
purposes.

“Do I need to keep
going overseas?
Some have com-
mented on the ex-

penses.
“We arrive at the
hotel, hold meet-

ings, attend bilater-
al discussions —
that’s our job. Once
it's done, we return
straight away. I
didn’t take a single
day off to play golf,” he added.

Anwar said there were plans for
foreign leaders to visit the coun-
try in the near future.

“We will receive a visit from
South Africa in April. President
Xi Jinping of China will also visit
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Malaysia.

“When we show friendship,
they will come with business
delegations that will provide

exposure to opportunities in
Malaysia,” he said.



