
PAK LAH’S SON DENIES ALLEGATION
Kamaluddin refutes Dr M’s claim that he 
said it was his family's ‘turn to steal money’

KUALA LUMPUR

THE son of former prime 
minister Tun Abdullah 
Ahmad Badawi has de­
nied Tun Dr Mahathir 

Mohamad’s claim that he told the 
latter’s son it was his family’s 

“turn” to “steal money”.
In an Instagram post, Tan Sri 
Kamaluddin Abdullah said he

“categorically denied” Dr Ma­
hathir’s allegation.

“I never said such a thing, nor 
did I do such things,” he said in 
response to the former prime 
minister’s statement on a recent 
podcast.

In a recent episode of “The 
Game of Impossible” podcast, 
hosted by Datuk Seri Idris Jala 
and his son Leon, Dr Mahathir

claimed Kamaluddin 
had an exchange with 
one of his sons.

At the time of the 
alleged incident, Dr 
Mahathir had already 
announced his inten­
tion to step down and 
had named Abdullah, 
commonly known as 
“Pak Lah”, as his suc­
cessor.

“The son of Abdul­
lah told my son, ‘It 
was your turn before; now it is our 
turn.’

Tan Sri Kamaluddin 
Abdullah

“Our turn for what? 
To steal money. I was 
shocked,” said Dr Ma­
hathir, while criticis­
ing his successor’s ad­
ministration.

In his post yester­
day, Kamaluddin said 
Dr Mahathir was “ob­
viously” very upset 
and a n g r y  w i t h  
“many things and 
many people”.

“The best we can do 
is to pray for his well-being and 
hope that in his twilight years he

finds peace with himself.”
Dr Mahathir, the country’s 

longest-serving prime minister 
and now a centenarian, served two 
terms. In 2003, he stepped down, 
with Abdullah succeeding him.

The following year, Abdullah 
led Barisan Nasional to a sweep­
ing victory in the 2004 general 
election.

However, tensions later arose 
between the two leaders, includ­
ing over the cancellation of the 
proposed “crooked bridge” pro­
ject connecting Johor to Singa­
pore.


