ANWAR MAKES LASTING

PM's capacity for
balanced discourse
underscores nation's
unique position in
global diplomacy

KUALA LUMPUR

RIME Minister Datuk Seri
Anwar Ibrahim made an

indelible mark at the
World Economic Forum
(WEF) 2025 in Davos, Switzer-

land.

He seamlessly navigated dis-
cussions that ranged from light-
hearted conversations about his
favourite football club to the in-
tricate dynamics of international
relations and challenges and suc-
cesses of regional integration.

His ability to balance the con-
versation in his engagements
showcased Malaysia’s unique po-
sition in global diplomacy, espe-
cially in dealing with countries
with varying political ideologies
and economic policies.

His first engagement at the
WEF came from none other than
Manchester United Football Club
co-chairman Avram Glazer re-
garding Malaysia’s goal for sports
in future.

Anwar firstly replied that as a
fan of the 147-year-old club, he
still had hopes for Manchester
United’s resurgence and refused
to change his preference despite
the club languishing in the bot-
tom half of the table and all his 14
grandchildren being Arsenal sup-
porters.

Responding to Glazer’s ques-
tion during the “Country Strategy
Dialogue” session on the side-
lines of the WEF Annual Summit
2025, he pointed out the signif-
icance of sports in a multi-reli-
gious country like Malaysia and
the importance of promoting it,
not only as an industry but also to
use the game to foster unity.

Anwar, who is also finance min-
ister, addressed questions on the
restructuring of Malaysia Air-
lines as well as improvements at
Malaysia Airports Holdings Bhd,
including aerotrain upgrades.

“lI am impatient to get things
going (at the airport) and (for it)
to be more efficient. There’s no
reason why the airport should
function as it did in the past, al-
though it is relatively good com-
pared with poorer airports. I
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think there’s room for improve-
ment,” he said.

Other topics Anwar touched on
were healthcare, artificial intel-
ligence, the Johor-Singapore
Special Economic Zone, upgrad-
ing the country’s legislative, free
trade agreements and the need
for these agreements to include
digitalisation, as well as
Malaysia’s views on nuclear en-

tensions in the South China Sea,
Anwar firmly stated any resolu-
tion on the matter must be a col-
laborative solution and not oth-
erwise, regardless of the Western
world’s views on it.

“We have unresolved issues
with Thailand, Indonesia, Singa-
pore, Brunei and the Philippines.
(But) why is it that the problem
only seems to be with China?” he

ergy. said.
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Malaysia was cau-
tiously optimistic
about the progress in
Myanmar, and it
would coordinate ef-
forts towards peace
and security with
the United Nations,
he said at the
Asean Plenary entitled
Stronger Together” here.

Anwar’s ability to navigate var-
ious topics on multiple platforms
with consistency showcased the
great orator he is.

At every opportunity, he em-
phasised Malaysia’s commitment
to fostering cooperation among
major powers, ultimately rein-
forcing Asean’s role in addressing
pressing economic and geopolit-
ical challenges.

In his no-holds-barred remarks
on issues faced by Asean and the
region, especially concerning
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Hesaid these
matters must not be
approached defen-
sively but with a
firm commitment
to dialogue, and
Malaysia has been
proactive in taking
that path.

He said Malaysia had made sig-
nificant strides in establishing it-
self as a trusted partner of China
while recognising the United
States as an equally important
partner, as cumulatively, it re-
mains the largest investor in
Malaysia.

Anwar  expressed  optimism
about Malaysia’s ability to con-
tinuously attract investments
and took every opportunity to
promote the country to govern-
ment and business leaders, as
well as civil society officials at-
tending the WEF. Bernama



