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RIME Minister Datuk
Seri Anwar Ibrahim and
Indonesian President
Prabowo Subianto have
called for renewed focus on un-
locking the vast, yet under-
utilised, potential in bilateral
trade and investment between
Malaysia and Indonesia.

Speaking at a joint press con-
ference during his working visit
to Jakarta, Anwar said despite
close diplomatic ties and decades
of cooperation, both countries
have not fully capitalised on the
many opportunities in key sec-
tors.

. “My friendship with Prabowo
reflects the deep bonds between
our nations.

“For nearly half a century, we
have nurtured a close personal
and familial relationship built on
trust, mutual respect and a sin-
cere spirit of brotherhood.

“The potential for greater eco-
nomic cooperation is immense,
particularly in trade and invest-
ment. However, we both agree
that much of this capacity re-
mains untapped.

“There is ample room for us to
optimise this potential in the
shared interest of our people and
our longstanding friendship.”

He said both governments were
aligned in their political will to
advance cooperation in the econ-

omy, education, research, culture

and investment.

“We recognise our shared re-
sponsibility to uplift the standing
of our nations, whether through
trade, education, innovation or
cultural exchange.

“As President Prabowo men-
tioned earlier, these are all vital
areas that have been discussed.

“I fully support the president’s
call for pragmatic steps to en-
hance our country’s performance,
especially in the face of tariff-re-
lated challenges and global un-
certainties.

“We must strengthen our do-
mestic foundations, while ex-
panding bilateral and Asean-lev-
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el cooperation.”

Prabowo affirmed Indonesia’s
commitment to working closely
with Malaysia to build a more dy-
namic and mutually beneficial
economic partnership.

“On the bilateral front, we have
agreed to accelerate cooperation
acrgss all sectors, especially key
areas such as the economy, trade,
education and culture.

“These are issues both of us
agree must be addressed prompt-
ly in the interest of something far
greater — the enduring friend-
ship and close cooperation be-
tween two countries that share so
much in common.

“We have a shared history, sim-
ilar cultures and many of our peo-
ple practise the same faiths. These
deep-rooted ties are a strong foun-
dation for us to work from.”

Anwar’s official visit to Indone-
siaris part of the commitment by
both nations to deepen close and
longstanding bilateral relations
at the highest leadership level.
The visit was part of preparations
for the 13th Annual Malaysia-In-
donesia Consultation, set to take
place later this year.

Anwar was accompanied by
Foreign Minister Datuk Seri Mo-
hamad Hasan, Investment, Trade
and Industry Minister Tengku
Datuk Seri Zafrul Tengku Abdul
Aziz, Higher Education Minister
Datuk Seri Dr Zambry Abdul
Kadir, Communications Minister
Datuk Fahmi Fadzil and Planta-
tion and Commodities Minister
Datuk Seri Johari Abdul Ghani.

Last year, Indonesia was Malay-
sia’s sixth-largest trading partner
globally and the second-largest
among Asean member states.

Bilateral trade increased by 4.5
per cent to RM116.29 billion, up
from RM111.21 billion in 2023.

Anwar and Prabowo agreed to
intensify efforts to resolve long-
standing border and maritime is-
sues, including those involving
Sabah and the resource-rich Am-
balat Block.

Anwar said both leaders ac-
knowledged Sabah’s strategic role
in shaping negotiations, partic-
ularly those on maritime bound-
aries and potential joint develop-
ment initiatives in contested ar-
eas such as Ambalat.

He said both nations were com-
mitted to strengthening bilateral
ties by addressing sensitive is-
sues through mutual respect, es-
tablished legal frameworks and
diplomatic engagement.

“Both sides are making serious
efforts to settle these issues in the
spirit of close friendship and trust
that has existed for nearly half a
century.

“We also discussed the 1nclu-
sion of Malaysian territories, par-
ticularly Sabah, in these bilateral
engagements.

“I would like to express my ap-
preciation for Indonesia’s contin-
ued loyalty and trust in strength-
ening this relationship, including
taking into account Sabah’s views
in maritime border discussions
so that any agreements reached
are fair and concluded more
promptly.”

He said discussions touched on
potential joint development ini-
tiatives to benefit communities
in both countries, particularly
those living near the border.

“While the issue of Ambalat may
take time if pursued through tra-

‘ditional means, we have agreed

that joint development could be a
more productive and timely ap-
proach, providing immediate ben-
efits for both nations and improv-
ing livelihoods along the frontier.”




