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‘COUNTRY WILL BE RUINED'

PM: GOUT POSTS NOT
ATIGKET TO WEALTH

Anwar also cautions
against exploiting
identity politics

for personal gain

FUAD NIZAM

KUALA LUMPUR

news@nst.com.my
ATUK Seri Anwar
Ibrahim  issued two

strongly worded warn-
ings against those who

exploit identity politics and uke fight over? My re-

government amass
wealth.

In speeches in Kuala Lumpur
and Perak, the prime minister did
not mince his words, declaring
that his administration would
“fight and go to war” with those
who did so at the expense of the
people.

He said holding a government
position is not a “ticket” to accu-
mulate wealth, but a duty to serve
the country and its people.

“Being prime minister or fi-
nance minister is not about get-
ting rich. That cannot happen. If it
does, this country will be ruined,”
he said in Bagan Serai on Friday,
without naming any individuals.

Anwar, who has forgone his
prime ministerial salary, said

positions  to

ministers had the right to salaries.
“If you take your salary, that’s
fine - but don’t steal and stash
money elsewhere,” he said at the
Perak  Madani  breaking-of-fast
programme at SK Dato” Alauddin.
Alluding to criticisms over the

yesterday, the prime minister
slammed those who claimed to
champion the rights of Malays
and Bumiputeras, but were acting
against their best interests for per-
sonal gain.

“Do not take advantage of Bu-

authorities” investi- miputera opportu-
gations, Anwar said "What nities only to betray
some had described grudge? I the trust placed in
him as vengeful and . you.
holding a grudge @M the prime “How much Bu-
against his oppo- minister — what miputera wealth
nents. is there to f’ ht has been lost due to
“What grudge? I 8 poor  governance?”
am the prime min- 0ver? My he asked.

ister — what is there

sponsibility is to
safeguard the peo-
ple’s money and re-
turn it to them.”

responsibility is
to safeguard the
people’s money
and return it to

He reiterated that
the unity govern-
ment has never wa-
vered in defending
Bumiputera  rights,
citing as an example

Previously, Anwar them. the designation of
had said that he 20ha of prime land
never instructed DATUK SERI ANWAR in Bandar Malaysia
the authorities, |IBRAHIM as Malay reserve
including the land.

Malaysian Anti- “The redevelop-

Corruption Commission and In-
land Revenue Board, to investi-
gate anyone as claimed by certain
quarters.

Anwar followed up his criticism
of those who abused their posi-
tions to “steal” from the people,
with another critique of the ex-
ploitation of identity politics.

At the launch of the Wakaf Mara
Madani endowment fund here

ment of Subang Airport also pri-
oritises Bumiputera interests,” he
added.

At the same time, Anwar
stressed that his administration’s
policies were “pro-rakyat”.

“Our pro-rakyat policies do not
sideline anyone and ensure that
no one is left behind. It is a policy
that rejects oppression and up-
holds justice for all.”
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