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DATUK Seri Anwar 
Ibrahim has instructed 
the National Cyber Se­
curity Agency (Nacsa) 

and the National Security Coun­
cil to work closely with Malaysia 
Airports Holdings Bhd following 
the recent cyberattack on the air­
port operator.

His senior press secretary, 
Tunku Nashrul Abaidah, said in a 
daily press briefing that the 
prime minister reminded all par­
ties not to spread unverified in­
formation and to rely on official 
sources for updates.

He said the cyberattack under­
scored the importance of ensur­
ing local capabilities to handle 
cybersecurity threats were at the 
highest level.

“The collaboration between 
government agencies and indus­
try players must be well-coordi- 
nated to ensure that the nation’s 
critical infrastructure remains 
secure against any threats.

“The capacity and competence

of local experts must continue to 
be strengthened to reduce re­
liance on foreign entities in man­
aging the country’s critical sys­
tems.

“The readiness of local experts 
to respond to cybersecurity in­
cidents will remain a priority for 
the government.

“This serves as a guarantee to 
uphold public and investor con­
fidence in the country,” he said.

On March, 25, Anwar said 
MAHB was attacked by hackers 
demanding a US$10 million ran­
som.

He said the government re­
fused to meet the demand.

In a joint statement, Nacsa and 
MAHB said the attack targeted 
certain computer systems at 
Kuala Lumpur International Air­
port, but its operations were not 
affected.

They stated that the attack was 
detected on March 23, prompting 
an immediate investigation.

Nacsa chief executive officer Dr 
Megat Zuhairy Megat Tajuddin 
had said the agency had been 
monitoring the situation since re­
ceiving MAHB’s report.

mailto:hakimmahari@nst.com.my

