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PRIME Minister Datuk Seri 
Anwar Ibrahim said Rus­
sia was ready to cooperate 
with a thorough and inde­

pendent investigation into the 
downing of Malaysia Airlines 
Flight MH17.

Speaking to the media after his 
meeting with Grand Mufti Sheikh 
Ravil Gaynutdin on Wednesday, 
Anwar said he had raised the 
MH17 issue during his bilateral 
discussions with President 
Vladimir Putin earlier.

“President Putin listened atten­
tively and extended his sympa­
thies and condolences to the fam­
ilies of the victims.

“He emphasised that Russia 
had maintained this stance.” 

Anwar said Putin stressed the 
importance of a comprehensive 
and unbiased investigation.

“He reiterated Russia’s commit­
ment to supporting a meticulous 
and impartial inquiry and ex­
pressed willingness to provide 
full cooperation to ensure the 
credibility of the findings.”

The prime minister said Putin 
denied claims that Russia was re­
luctant to cooperate in a probe in­
to the downing of the airliner and

said Russia was prepared to en­
gage with investigative bodies it 
deemed impartial.

“He made it clear that any as­
sertions about Russia’s unwilling­
ness to cooperate are unfounded.

“However, he stressed that Rus­
sia could not collaborate with en­
tities it perceived as lacking in­
dependence.”

Anwar was the first national 
leader to meet Putin following the 
release of the International Civil 
Aviation Organisation (ICAO) re­
port on MH17.

ICAO recently concluded that 
Russia was responsible for the 
2014 downing of Flight MH17 over 
eastern Ukraine. All 298 people 
on board the aircraft, which was 
en route from Amsterdam to 
Kuala Lumpur, died.

ICAO determined that Russia 
violated the Chicago Convention, 
which prohibits the use of 
weapons against civilian aircraft.

Anwar said he would convey 
Putin’s statements to the families 
of the victims, ensuring trans­
parency and accountability in ad­
dressing this tragic incident.

The meeting with Putin fol­
lowed a separate bilateral session 
earlier in the day with Russian 
Prime Minister Mikhail Mishus- 
tin, where both sides discussed 
expanding trade cooperation.

mailto:news@nst.com.my

