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INTERREGIONAL COOPERATION

Anwar: Asean-GCC ties vital
for sustainable prosperity

KUALA LUMPUR: The relation-
ship between Asean and the Gulf
Cooperation Council (GCC) is key
to strengthening interregional
collaboration, fostering re-
silience and ensuring sustainable
prosperity.

Asean chairman and Prime Min-
ister Datuk Seri Anwar Ibrahim
said Asean and the GCC had
the capacity and shared respon-
sibility to be pillars of stability and
drivers of future growth.

“Asean remains one of the most
peaceful and economically vi-
brant regions in the world. Mean-
while, the GCC has made a re-
markable transformation, from a
perception rooted in a desert cul-
ture to a thriving, forward-look-
ing region driven by advanced
technologies, including digital
innovation and artificial intelli-
gence,” he said in his opening
remarks of the 2nd Asean-GCC
Summit yesterday.

“I believe that the Asean-GCC
partnership has never been more
vital than it is today, as we nav-
igate an increasingly complex
global environment marked by
economic uncertainty and
geopolitical challenges.

“A stronger Asean-GCC rela-
tionship will be key to enhancing
interregional collaboration,
building resilience and securing
sustainable prosperity for our
peoples.”

He said investments between
the two regions continued to
grow, reflecting increasing con-
fidence in the long-term poten-
tial of the partnership.

Anwar said the combined GDP
of Asean, the GCC and China of
US$24.87 trillion presented vast
opportunities to synergise mar-
kets, deepen innovation and pro-
mote cross-regional investment.

“By deepening collaboration in
these areas, we can build the
foundation for growth that is

stable, resilient, and sustainable.

“In 2023, Asean’s GDP reached
US$3.8 trillion, making it the
world’s  fifth-largest economy.
That same year, total trade with
the GCC stood at US$130.7 billion,
with foreign direct investment
(FDI) inflows of US$390.2 million.

“China, meanwhile, remained
Asean’s largest trading partner,
with US$696.7 billion in trade
and US$17.3 billion in FDI. These
figures not only demonstrate ro-
bust existing linkages but also re-
veal considerable untapped po-
tential.”

Anwar hoped the summit
would mark a new chapter in
Asean’s outward-facing engage-
ment, exemplifying what could
be achieved when nations collab-
orate with mutual respect and
shared purpose.

He said ties between Asean, the
GCC and China were historically
rich and enduring, with long-
standing connections through
commerce, culture and the ex-
change of ideas.

“We have Makkah and Madinah
— centres for millions of pilgrims
— and trade hubs such as Oman,
which historically served as key
links through the region and GCC.

“Similarly, historic centres like
Melaka exemplified this tradi-
tion, serving as strategic cross-
roads that linked East and West,
demonstrating the power of
openness, exchange and strate-
gic connectivity.

“Today, Asean carries that lega-
cy forward on a much broader
scale, emerging as a dynamic in-
tersection of global commerce,
innovation, and opportunity.”

Page 1 pic: Leaders from Asean,
the Gulf Cooperation Council,
China and Timor-Leste joining
hands at the start of the Asean-
GCC-China Summit in Kuala
Lumpur yesterday.



