Deeper M'sia-Ethiopia ties

PM: Economic cooperation aims for inclusive, sustainable growth
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From Addis Ababa

ADDIS ABABA: With vast oppor-
tunities for the blossoming of
relations between Malaysia and
Ethiopia, cooperation between
the two countries must not only
be meaningful but also coura-
geous, says Datuk Seri Anwar
Ibrahim

The Prime Minister said in a
world full of uncertainties, coun-
tries need friends that are honest,
strong and one that will carry
each other.

“This is what I am witnessing
here between Malaysia and
Ethiopia, countries that are full in
history, spirit and a future that is
extraordinary,” he said at the
Malaysia-Ethiopia High Level
Business Forum here yesterday,
where he emphasised that eco-
nomic cooperation is not just
about figures and contracts, but
one that must have mutual bene-
fits.

“Malaysia is present here in
Africa today with the yearning to
build a bridge that is fair, inclu-
sive and sustainable,” he said.

“We want to open opportunities
for green investment, digital tech-
nology, modern farming and
access to Asean that is dynamic.”

Anwar also said that for an
economy to grow and become
vibrant, a country must ensure
democratic resilience.

Citing Asean as an example, he
said stability and peace has
allowed the Asean region to flou-
rish.

“Stability and inclusivity has

allowed Asean to grow and deve-
lop many sectors, including ener-
gy transition,” he added.

Malaysia has also reiterated her
commitment to open new path-
ways for trade, investment and
shared prosperity not just with
Ethiopia but also with Africa at
large.

Anwar said rapid, complex
shifts brought about by geopoliti-
cal tensions, supply chain disrup-
tions and climate-related chal-
lenges have shown how impor-
tant reliable partners are.

“Now is the time for nations to
stand together to uphold stability,
encourage open markets and pur-
sue inclusive, sustainable growth.

“Ethiopia, and Africa as a
whole, is not just a partner for
Malaysia or South-East Asia, but a
strategic collaborator in a rapidly
changing world," he said, noting
that Malaysia’s economic engage-
ment with Africa has grown
steadily over the years, from tele-
communications infrastructure to
aviation services, education, agri-
culture, and energy.

“Ethiopia’s reforms, its logistics
aspirations, and its young, dynam-
ic workforce provide a strong
foundation for deeper coopera-
tion.

“We see real potential in high-
growth sectors such as digital

technology, renewable energy,
agro-industry, infrastructure
development and Islamic

finance,” he said.

“In fact, several Malaysian com-
panies have already expressed
interest in exploring Ethiopia as a
strategic hub for east Africa, a
reflection of confidence in
Ethiopia’s growth trajectory.”

Anwar said as a trading coun-
try, Malaysia is deeply rooted in
the rale-based multilateral sys-
tem, as well in as high-standard
trade frameworks.

“We actively seek to expand
such frameworks and networks.
These platforms offer expanded
market access and strong trading
rules, opportunities that can be
unlocked  through  Malaysia-
Ethiopia partnerships,” he said.

Anwar said Malaysia’s transfor-
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mation agenda - driven by the
Madani Economy and the New
Industrial Master Plan 2030 -
places sustainability at the centre
of its national development.

“We are advancing renewable
energy, energy transition indus-
tries, electric mobility and circu-
lar economy initiatives.

“These are precisely the
forward-looking areas, where
meaningful and impactful collab-
oration can flourish between our
two nations through joint ven-
tures, technology exchanges and
co-investments in climate-smart
agriculture, clean energy, and
green  industrialisation,”  he
added.

The forum was attended by 80
business representatives  from
Malaysia and 54 from Ethiopia.

Building on
60 years of
diplomatic

relations

ADDIS ABABA: Malaysia and
Ethiopia will take their 60 years of
diplomatic relations to greater
heights through new areas of
cooperation.
This was agreed upon during a
meeting between Prime Minister
Datuk Seri Anwar Ibrahim and
Ethiopia’s President Taye Atske
Selassie.
Anwar said the cooperation
between Malaysia and Ethiopia
would reach high-value sectors
such as semiconductor, halal
economy, cybersecurity  and
other strategic fields that can
open new growth for both coun-
tries.
“1 have also expressed
Malaysia’s commitment, through
the reopening of our embassy
here in Addis Ababa in September,
as a recognition of Ethiopia as an
important diplomatic hub in the
African continent.
“Malaysia also welcomed the
establishment of the embassy of
Ethiopia in Kuala Lumpur as a
move to strengthen the bridge of
trust, friendship and cooperation
between our countries,” he said.
“May Malaysia and Ethiopia’s
relations continue to be strong,
with the spirit of true friendship,

common confidence that will

benefit our people,” Anwar
added.

Later in the day, the Prime

Minister was given an official
welcoming ceremony at the
National Palace, where he was
welcomed by Ethiopia’s Prime
Minister Dr Abiy Ahmed Ali.
The two leaders proceeded to a
tree planting ceremony, where
Malaysia gifted the host with an
oil palm seedling, before Anwar
and Abiy held bilateral and four-
eyed meetings.
The Prime Minister is on a
three-day official visit to Ethiopia
which ends today.



