'No one must be left behind’

PM: Progress
should be
rooted in
compassion
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KUALA LUMPUR: Malaysia’s
progress must be rooted in com-
passion and empathy, with no one
left behind, says Prime Minister

Datuk Seri Anwar Ibrahim.
He said the country’s progress
must take into account the

well-being of its people.

“Regardless of race or whether
it involves those from the interior
or poverty, this is our responsibil-
ity.

“We must remember that devel-
oping the country means uplifting
the people. No one must be left
behind,” he said at the launch of
the National Heart Institute
University College (IJNUC).

“It is not just about developing
warehouses, labs or specialists.
While those are important, what
we really want is to develop a
sense of humanity,” he added.

The Prime Minister commend-
ed IJN for its achievements,
acknowledging that its services
are on par with the best in the
world.

“The specialists are excellent,
and the facilities are great. At the
same time, we must not forget the
role of others, including cleaners
and technicians. That is where
the values of humanity come in.

“The best should be rewarded
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accordingly, while other groups
must be given due respect, as they
also contribute,” he said, adding
that economic success and effi-
ciency must not come at the
expense of fairness and social
responsibility.

Despite the rise of sectors such
as artificial intelligence, digital
transformation and energy tran-
sition, the Prime Minister empha-
sised the importance of values.

“In South Korea (during APEC)

we discussed artificial intelli-
gence and digital transformation.

“While they are important, I
also emphasised values. We must
not allow ourselves to progress
while losing our sense of humani-
ty,” he said.

IJNUC vice-chancellor  Prof
Emerita Dr Durrishah Idris said
that there are aspirations to
establish the institute as a
respected establishment.

“We move forward with confi-

dence while building win-win col-
laborations together with various
quarters, including public and
private higher education institu-
tions, relevant industry players
and more,” she said.
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