
BALANCING ACT

ANWAR CALLS 
FOR EDUCATION 
REFORMS

KUALA LUMPUR

PRIME Minister Datuk Seri 
Anwar Ibrahim has called 
for sweeping reforms in 
Malaysia’s education sys­

tem to balance digital advance­
ment with cultural and religious 
values.

He said educa­
tion must “liberate 
the spirit, build 
identity and shape 
the nation’s think­
ing”.

“This morning, I 
chaired the Nation­
al Education Coun­
cil meeting, which 
discussed the ma­
jor direction of our 
education — from 
the council’s terms 
of reference, the 
Malaysia Educa­
t i o n  B l u e p r i n t  
2 0 2 6 - 2 0 3 5 ,  t h e  
Malaysia Higher 
E d u c a t i o n  
B l u e p r i n t  2 0 2 6 -  
2035, to the review of general 
studies subjects.

“I emphasised to the Education 
Ministry and Higher Education 
Ministry that education reform 
cannot be carried out in isolation,
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but must harness all strengths 
and connect innovation, society, 
artificial intelligence (AI), reli­
gion and societal values, so that 
education truly liberates the spir­
it, builds identity and shapes the 
nation’s thinking,” he said on 
Facebook yesterday.

Anwar said the nation faced the 
c h a l l e n g e  o f  ad­
vancing in digitali­
sation and AI, while 
remaining ground­
ed in values, culture 
and religion that 
shaped the intellec­
tual framework.

He said the coun- 
cil m u s t  r e f i n e  
p r e s s i n g  i s s u e s ,  
such as the imple­
mentation of Sci­
ence, Technology, 
E n g i n e e r i n g  a n d  
M a t h e m a t i c s  ap­
proach, AI, mastery 
of Bahasa Malaysia, 
English and Histo- 
ry, as well as the role 
of r e l i g i o u s  a n d  

pondok schools, while strength­
ening synergy between universi­
ties and the Academy of Sciences 
Malaysia to build a future for ed­
ucation that was competitive and 
rooted in national identity.
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