APG key to Asean energy security

Backbone of power grid links sustainability with reliability and affordability
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KUALA LUMPUR: The Asean
Power Grid (APG), considered the
crown jewel of the region’s ener-
gy vision, serves as the backbone
of the bloc’s cooperation, linking
sustainability, energy security
and affordability, says Datuk Seri
Anwar Ibrahim.

The Prime Minister said the
APG, which was conceived more
than two decades ago, embodies
Asean’s aspiration to connect its
power system, share resources
and build resilience through
interdependence.

“Malaysia has long supported
the APG.

“This will enable us to harness
renewable  energy  potential,
reduce our reliance on fossil fuels
and deliver reliable, affordable
electricity across borders.

“Malaysia remains fully com-
mitted to this shared agenda.
With unity of purpose, we can
balance the energy trilemma and
power Asean’s growth,” he said at
the 43rd Asean Ministers on
Energy Meeting and the 25th
Asean Energy Business Forum.

Anwar called on Asean mem-
ber states to redouble their efforts
to make a well-connected regio-
nal grid a reality.

He said with the global energy
landscape shifting under the pres-
sures of decarbonisation, supply
security and affordability, this

Power connects: Anwar inaugurating the 25th Asean Energy Business Forum at the Kuala Lumpur
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region is no exception.

“For Asean, home to 680 million
people and among the fastest-
growing economies, this transfor-
mation must be managed respon-
sibly and collectively,” he said.

Under Malaysia’s chairman-

ship, Anwar said the region has
achieved key outcomes for the
energy sector.

“We have adopted the phase
one of the Asean Plan of Action
for Energy Cooperation and
endorsed the enhanced memo-

randum of understanding for the
Asean Power Grid.

“These decisions mark major
progress in regional integration
and on energy transition,” he
said.

Anwar also said the action plan

will serve as Asean’s policy com-
pass for the next decade, setting
clear pathways to expand renew-
able energy, improve efficiency
and strengthen regional inter-
connection.

"This ensures that all member
states advance at their own pace
towards a low-carbon sustainable
and integrated energy future.”

Anwar said a well-connected
grid strengthens regional integra-
tion, attracts green investment,
creates quality jobs and positions
Asean as a hub for clean-energy
industries and technologies.

“These challenges, harmonising
regulations, financing infrastruc-
ture and ensuring effective gover-
nance, are significant but sur-
mountable with trust, commit-
ment and political will,” he said.

Malaysia, he said, has long sup-
ported the APG and the country is
part of the Laos-Thailand-Malay-
sia-Singapore Power Integration
Project, which has enabled multi-
lateral power trade.

In fact, preparations are also
underway for the Vietnam-Malay-
sia-Singapore interconnection
and further work wunder the
Brunei-Indonesia-Malaysia-
Philippines framework, he added.
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