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THE government will pri­
oritise efforts to develop 
new high-skilled talent 
in emerging technolo­

gies under the 2026 Budget.
Prime Minister Datuk Seri An­

war Ibrahim said artificial intel­
ligence (AI) and semiconductors 
would be among the key focus 
areas in meeting the pressing de­
mands of high-tech industries.

“This will be one of our pri­
orities in the upcoming budget 
next month, InsyaAllah.

“We have to look again at the 
achievements and what is need­
ed to provide support so that it 
can be accelerated at an even 
faster pace (involving) the train­
ing and well-being programmes 
needed to elevate the dignity and 
capabilities of our children,” he 
said of the budget, which will be 
tabled on Oct 10.

Anwar was speaking after open­
ing the 2025 International Con­
ference on Social Sciences and 
Humanities here.

Present was Higher Education 
Minister Dr Zambry Abd Kadir.

Anwar said the move was cru­

cial to support major invest-' 
ments by international compa­
nies such as Infineon Technolo­
gies, which had invested in 
Kulim, Kedah, adding that it 
would also ensure that Malaysia 
could supply the skilled work­
force as required.

He also commended universi­
ties and ministries for fast-track­
ing the , establishment of AI 
faculties,- breaking through bu­
reaucratic hurdles that previous­
ly delayed approvals for new 
programmes.

He recalled challenging Zam- 
bry more than two years ago to 
establish an AI faculty immedi­
ately to meet emerging needs.

“Traditionally, this university 
was also bound by the usual pro­
cess, a paper from the depart­
ment would go to the dean, then 
to the board of studies.

“I would then have to bring it to 
the Higher Education Ministry, 
which would take six months to 
review the finances, and only af­
ter a year and a half would ap­
proval finally be granted. That 
was the old way.

“That is why I increased the 
allocation, not from the existing 
provision but by adding more, to 
meet the demand.”

Anwar said talent development 
programmes in AI, digital tech­
nology and electrical and elec­
tronics must be accelerated to 
prevent the country from lagging 
behind in global competition.

“This change is too fast. All par­
ties must move in line with cur­
rent needs to ensure that our chil­
dren are prepared with the right 
skills and meet the needs of the

"industry,” he said.
On another matter, Anwar said 

investor confidence in Asean had 
not been negatively affected by 
the political turmoil in Indonesia 
and Thailand.

He said he hoped investors 
would continue to maintain their 
trust in the region, as southeast 
Asia was the most peaceful re­
gion in the world.

“As far as we know, matters 
have largely settled in Thailand 
with the new prime minister, and 
we wish them well... stability is 
the most important factor.

“Similarly, yesterday (Tues­
day), I spoke by phone with (In­
donesian President) Prabowo 
(Subianto). (The) situation in In­
donesia has returned to normal 
and is relatively stable,” he said.

Asked about the standing of for­
mer Thai prime minister Thaksin 
Shinawatra as an informal Asean 
adviser now that he is serving a 
one-year prison sentence, Anwar 
said he would discuss the matter 
with new Thai Prime Minister 
Anutin Charnvirakul.

“He (Anutin) has agreed to hold 
further discussions during his 
upcoming visit.

“There is no need to make 
any immediate decision until he 
(Anutin) arrives shortly, when we 
will talk about cooperation be­
tween Thailand and Asean.

“Thaksin’s role remains limited 
as he is not free to express his 
views in full,” he said.

Thaksin yesterday began his 
first day in prison after a court 
ruled that he had improperly 
served a previous jail sentence 
while in hospital.
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