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year, says Anwar
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THE government will 
table a bill this year to 
limit a prime minister’s 
tenure to two terms, said 

Datuk Seri Anwar Ibrahim.
This would mean that a prime 

minister would serve in the po­
sition for 10 years at the most.

The prime minister said the bill 
was among the institutional re­
forms being implemented by the 
government for this year’s par­
liamentary session.

“Everyone has a term limit. The 
chief secretary to the government 
cannot serve for 10 years, and the 
same applies to all positions be­
cause if a term is given and, dur­
ing that period, one is able to 
deliver, it is then better to hand 
over to the next generation.

“This also applies to the Prime 
Minister’s Department.

“As such, we will table a bill to 
limit the tenure of the prime min­
ister’s post to no more than 10 
years or two full terms,” he said.

Anwar said this while deliver­
ing the 2026 New Year Address at 
the Prime Minister’s Depart­
ment’s monthly assembly here 
yesterday.

Limiting the prime minister’s 
tenure was among the pledges 
made by Pakatan Harapan in its 
2018 general election manifesto.

Malaysia has had 10 prime min­
isters since independence, with 
Tun Dr Mahathir Mohamad be­
ing the longest-serving, holding 
the post for 22 years from 1981 to 
2003.

He later returned to office for 
nearly two years from 2018 to
2020.

Separately, Minister in the 
Prime Minister’s Department 
(Law and Institutional Reform) 
Datuk Seri Azalina Othman Said 
said menteris besar and chief 
ministers would not be covered 
under the proposed law to limit a 
prime minister’s tenure.

“This doesn’t involve the chief 
ministers and menteris besar... 
only the prime minister,” she said 
in her own New Year’s address to 
her unit.

So far, Penang is the only state 
in Malaysia which limits the 
tenure of its chief executive.

It did this through an amend­
ment to the state constitution in 
2018.

Sabah, meanwhile, was report­
ed to be looking into a variation of 
this rule. Instead of limiting its 
chief minister to two terms, the 
Sabah government is reportedly 
looking at making it two consec­
utive terms.

Five months ago, Gabungan 
Rakyat Sabah deputy secretary- 
general Datuk Armizan Mohd Ali 
had said the coalition would push 
for the measure if it returned to 
power after the Sabah election, 
which was held on Nov 29.

Armizan had added that the 
Sabah cabinet had decided to 
limit the chief minister’s tenure 
in December 2023, but opted to 
not table an amendment to the 
state constitution as the state 
government did not hold a two- 
thirds majority in the state as­
sembly.

GRS won the election and is 
leading the Sabah government, 
but it is unclear whether this re­
mains in the pipeline as the state 
government still does not hold a 
two-thirds majority.
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