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PUTRAJAYA: Malaysian school­
children will have to face a cen­
tralised national assessment test 
at the primary level again, but 
this time it will be in Year Four.

The new national assessment 
system, with tests administered 
by the Examinations Board, 
will begin this year, Prime 
Minister Datuk Seri Anwar 
Ibrahim said.

Students will again be tested at 
the Form Three level from 2027 
while schooling will also begin 
earlier. Children will enrol in pre­
school at the age of five and enter 
Year One when they are six, start­
ing from 2027.

Anwar said the changes mark 
the return of a matrix system 
aimed at strengthening early aca­
demic foundations and identify­
ing learning gaps before pupils 
transition to secondary school.
  ''Starting this year, we will rein­

state the Malaysian learning 
matrix system, which is an assess­
ment or examination system to be 
conducted by the Examinations 
Board for Year Four primary 
school pupils,” he said when 
launching the National Education 
Plan 2026-2035 yesterday.

He also questioned the ration­
ale of waiting until Year Six to
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formally evaluate pupils’ academ­
ic performance.

‘Teachers should remember 
that there will be Year Four assess­
ments this year. Why should we 
wait until Year Six?” he said.

Under the revised framework, 
assessments will focus on four 
core subjects - Bahasa Melayu, 
English, Mathematics and Science.

At the Form Three level, the test 
will include History.

“The focus of the Malaysian 
learning matrix will be Bahasa 
Melayu, English, Mathematics, 
Science and History,” Anwar said.

He explained that introducing 
assessments in Year Four would 
allow weaknesses to be identified 
early, giving schools two full years 
- Year Five and Year Six - to pro­
vide targeted support and 
improvement before pupils enter 
secondary school.

“This means we conduct assess­
ments, and over the next two 
years - Year Five and Year Six - 
we can make improvements and 
position our children better, 
before they enter Form One,” he 
said.

Anwar stressed that the move

to enrol children in school at the 
age of six would not be compulso­
ry in its initial year, adding that 
parents will be given a choice if 
they feel their child is not ready.

“In 2027, parents may choose to 
enter their children into Year One 
at six or seven years old,” he said.

He said parents are encouraged 
to start preparing now by enroll­
ing their children in pre-school at 
the age of five, adding that the 
entire pre-school system will be 
placed under the Education 
Ministry and streamlined accord­
ingly.

“At five, children will enter pre­
school, and at six, Year One,” he 
said.

He also called for an uncompro­
mising war against bullying in the 
education system, saying it must 
be treated with the same serious­
ness as the fight against corrup­
tion and drug abuse.

He said there must be zero tol­
erance for practices that under­
mine values and humanity, warn­
ing that bullying - even when 
involving only a small group - 
was sometimes taken too lightly 
by educators.

“We must have the same 
resolve as when we wage war 
against corruption and drugs. 
The evil practice of bullying 
destroys the identity and culture 
of schools,” he added.
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