Enough, crack down
on graft, says PM

'Make tough calls or step down from duty’

By TARRENCE TAN
tarrence@thestar.com.my

PUTRAJAYA: The Prime Minister
has had enough of corruption and
smuggling activities in the coun-
try.

He has now given enforcement
officers one week to decide
whether or not they want to go
on an all-out war against graft.

Those who feel they are not up
to it can request for a “demotion”
in duties, Datuk Seri Anwar
Ibrahim declared.

According to Anwar, it is unac-
ceptable that top civil servants
are still tolerating wrongdoings
such as smuggling, bribing and
gangsterism activities.

“I want to give a strict and
quick reminder here. We have
reached a stage where we need to
give a firm answer.

“If you feel that you are not able
to carry out your duties because
the challenges are too big and
heavy, or you are simply not
interested ... within this week, let
your departments, myself or even
the Attorney-General Chambers
(AGC) know about it.

“If you are not ready to take a
brave step ahead, then please,
give space to someone else,”
Anwar told department heads
and enforcement agencies under
the Finance Ministry at Putrajaya
yesterday.

Anwar said he gave the one-

week ultimatum to enforcement
officers because his patience has
run thin.

“l have lost my patience and |
feel there are weaknesses that
must be fixed. We want to save
this country because it has good
potentials and the people are
hungry for change.

“So, | am giving one week. Let
us, including those at the highest
level (in enforcement), reflect on
this.

“I will respect you if you choose
lesser responsibilities or posi-
tions. But, if you are entrusted
with this (enforcement) duty,
please take this one week to
reflect on this,” said Anwar.
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The Prime Minister said it was
important for all relevant enforce-
ment agencies and departments
to work as a team and ensure that
the nation's borders are protected
from any form of smuggling.

“Are we blind? How can our
borders be penetrated just like
that? Have our officers lost the
meaning of values such as truth
and fairness?

“We must work as a team and
try to solve issues as best as we
can,” he said.

Anwar also said it is unaccept-
able for enforcement officers to
take a careless and forgiving atti-
tude towards wrongdoing.

Recent corruption cases

Aug 2025: Senior officers allegedly
leaked sensitive information to
smugglers and colluded with the
syndicate to bring prohibited items
including drugs and other
contraband into Malaysia.

Jan 7: RM2.4mil in cash was
recovered by the MACC, stopping
funds from moving between
residences amid its ongoing
investigation into army
procurement tenders.

Jan 15: RM11,4mil in cases
and assets were seized in
connection  with
investigations into military
procurement  projects
involving the former

Army Chief.

Jan 21: A 44-year-old
former member of a
non-governmental
organisation was
charged for allegedly
accepting bribes
amounting to
RM36,824.50 and
including falsifying
documents, linked to a
bogus "Datuk Seri"
Award.

usual, where we are okay with
smuggling, bribes and gangster-
ism? We cannot keep going on
like this.

“So, | urge you to take immedi-
ate action, from this moment.”

Chief  Secretary to the
Government Tan Sri Shamsul
Azri Bakar said Anwar's

announcement was in line with
the government’s aspirations for
2026 to ensure faster execution.

He also said he was ready
to evaluate any request by

“Do we want it to be business as enforcement officers to reduce

Jan 23: Former army chief
Tan Sri Muhammad
Hafizuddeain Jantan was
charged with receiving
RM145,000 in proceeds
allegedly linked to illegal
activities, while his wife,
Salwani Anuar, pleaded not
guilty at the Kuala Lumpur
Sessions Court to a similar
charge involving RM77.000.

Jan 26: MACC remanded six
company owners found to
be involved in the smuggling
of electronic waste (e-waste)
into the country and
froze 14 accounts
amounting to
RM7.2mil.

Jan 26: Sixteen
bank accounts
with RM10.2mil in
funds were frozen,
linked to the
investigation into
alleged corruption
involving e-waste
processing,
effluent disposal
and scheduled
waste dumping
activities.

their responsibilities.

“We will see. But, for now, we
mean business,” he said.

In his New Year address on
Jan 5, Anwar had said that 2026
would be a test of execution rath-
er than policy intent, as the cur-
rent political stability must trans-
late into tangible improvements
in governance and service deliv-
ery.

Anwar had said decisive action
must be taken to fix long-standing
governance weaknesses while his
administration was still in power.
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