
HIGHEST AWARD: Rahman helps Abdullah don a ceremonial head-dress as part of the 'Ulul Amri II' award.

'Silat should be shared with
KEPALA BATAS, Sun. — Silat, a
martial art mostly known in the
Malay archipelago, should be shared
with the rest of the world.

In making the call today, Prime
Minister Datuk Seri Abdullah Ah-
mad Badawi also urged more
non-Malays to learn the art as it
teaches followers values like disci-
pline and self-control.

He said these were among qualities
which the Government hoped would
be possessed by all Malaysians.

"As silat gains popularity among
Malaysians, efforts should be made to
introduce it in other countries," he

said at the Malaysian Silat Lincah
national gathering and presentation
ceremony at SMK Datuk Haji Ahmad
Badawi here.

Abdullah's views were echoed by
Culture, Art and Heritage Minister
Datuk Rais Yatim who said silat had
the potential to be recognised like
taekwondo and karate.

He said a proposal to officially
recognise silat as part of the country's
heritage would be forwarded to the
Government.

Also present were Penang Yang
di-Pertua Negeri Tun Abdul Rahman
Abbas, Chief Minister Tan Sri Dr.

the, world'
Koh'Tsu Koon, several Cabinet min-
isters and local and international
silat exponents.

Abdullah was later conferred the
title "Ulul Amri 11", one of Silat Linc-
ah's highest awards, by Rahman.

He was also presented with a head-
dress (tanjak), keris, sword, a replica
house and a sash.

Others who received awards from
the association were Koh, Rais, In-
formation Minister Datuk Seri Abdul
Kadir Sheikh Fadzir and Penang
Deputy Chief Minister Datuk Abdul
Rashid Abdullah.


