PM envisages a
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KUALA LUMPUR, Thurs. — The
Malaysia that Datuk Seri Abdullah
Ahmad Badawi envisages is a
Malaysia that cares, that is selfless,
that is kind and that is charitable.

“Whether it is tending to the ter-
minally ill, or risking one’s life and
limb to pull a child out of a burning
building, or giving one’s life to assist
a stranger under assault, the root of
humanitarianism is the capacity to
care lor a fellow human being,

“The values that define this ca-
pacity — the spirit of caring, of sell
lessness, of kindness and of charity
— are the values that 1 would like to
see cultivated in our young today.

“We must not forget to uphold and
develop these core values that make
us humans and uniquely Malaysian,”
the Prime Minister said last night at
the inaugural NSTP-PwC Young Hu-
manitarian Award.

In an emotive speech which
hushed the audience ol top chief
execitives, non-governmental or-
ganisations and journalists, Abdul-
lah spoke [ondly about his youth
“when Malaysia was a fledgling na-
tion, tentatively finding its way in the
world".

“We may not have had as many of
life's luxuries compared to pre-
sent-day Malaysia, but the milk of
human kKindness was certainly abun-
dant,” he said,

In his young days, it seemed that
people had more time for one an-
other and the pace of life was more
leisurely and forgiving. Also, com-
munities seemed to come {ogether
and assist one another,

“I say this not because [ believe we
should discount all our accomplish-
ments of the past five decades.

“I say this because 1 feel that it
would be a shame if we discard our
humanity in our headlong chase for
progress and material gain,

“As we travel this road, we should
be mindful that each of us bears the
responsibility to make ours a caring
sociely

"We have a responsibility to our-
selves, as well as to our children to
inculeate the fundamental principles
of compassion and respect, and to
help those wha are less fortunate
than us,” he said.

Abdullah congraiulated Pricewa-
terhouseCoopers (PwC) and the New
Straits Times Press group of news-
papers for organising an event which
celebrated the contributions of the
young, saying it was heartwarming
to see that Malaysians had not for-
gotten those less fortunate than
them.

Whether it is tending to the terminally ill, or risking one’s own life and limb to pull a child out of a burning building
or giving one’s life to assist a stranger under assault, the root of humanitarianism is the capacity to care for a fellow

human being. The values that define this capacity — the spirit of caring, the selflessness, of kindness and of charity —

_N:'
b 1 VT (1T .

WIS I e

seltless, kind nation

WIT - 12\ 8] vy b Relanc

GO?D WORKS RECOGNISED: Norlina kissing Abdullah’s hand when she was announced as the winner of the inaugural NSTP-PwC Young Humanitarian Award 2003 last night. Raja Arshad (right)
applauds.

“Society cannot be perfeet, but so-
ciety can certainly care for those who
are less fortunate, We can try in our
own humble way o make their lives
better,” he said.

Abdullah paid tributedo individual
Malaysians, non-governmental or-
ganisations and corporations who
committed their res¢urces and ful-
filletl their social responsibilities by
helping the less fortunate,

“The spirit of volunteerism, if nur-
tured and marshalled properly, can
bheé & powerful force for good in so-
ciety,” he said.

Abdullah also touched on his
favaurite subject — a multi-cultural,
multi-racial Malaysia, saying that
truly humanitarian acts should tran-
scend racial and societal barriers.

“It is not about the colowt-of your
skin or your creed, bul about the
commitment to impeove*or anrich
the lives of others and the welfaré of
humanity and society as @ whale”

He said Malaysians should be in-
spired by the acts of charity and
goodness of the recipients of the
award, saying each Malaysian could
make a dilference.

"Cynics regard the saying ‘one per-
son can make a difference’ as a trite
and throwaway cliche, but there is a
gentle and insistent truth to these
words,” he noted .

Abdullah later met the families of
the winners and thanked them for
their selflessness and acts of charity,
Some members of the f(amilies
cried.
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three individuals nominated for the:
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Raja Arshad Tun“WUda said it had
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inations submitted by NGOS™ NST fudges, 1 formerDeputy Prime

readers and members of the publie,

The winner of the award was Nor-
lina Alwi, 32, and the other two were
Adrian Lasimbang and Siva Sara-
vana Kumar Gopal Dass.

Minister Tan Sei Musa Hitam, had a
difficult time,

Raju Arshad said young people
who dedicated their lives to improy-
ing the lives of others deserved sim-

ilar recognition as those who ex-
celled in other fields.

“When the aid is unconditional,
without the expectation of any re-
ward, then we can truly say that it is
a selffésshumeanitarian act.”

NSTP group editor-in-chiel Datuk
Kalimullah Hassan said they were
encougaged by the greater aware-
ness the award had created amongst |
young Malaysians, .

He said PwC and NSTP would be
expanding the awards next year 10
include organisations as well as in-

dividuals. /
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