
OUR WAYS: Dr Mahathir at the launch of the book.

Malays complacent
due to good life,
says Dr Mahathir
KUALA LUMPUR, Mon. — The
comfortable life enjoyed by the
present generation of Malays has
made them complacent and un-
willing to face future challenges,
said Tun Dr Mahathir Mohamad.

The former Prime Minister said
the majority of Malay youths
were more concerned about en-
joying themselves than equipping
themselves with knowledge and
other capabilities.

"Many Malay youths do not
pass their examinations while
others are involved in dadah ac-
tivities under the notion that they
are enjoying life when they are
actually digging their own
graves.

"They do not realise that the
comfortable life which they enjoy
now was due to the struggles of
their forefathers who fought for

Independence," he said when
launching a novel, Our Ways,
written by former journalist Is-
mail Harun, at the National Li-
brary here today.

Present were his wife Tun Dr
Siti Hasmah Mohd Ali, Kedah
Malay Chambers of Commerce
president Tan Sri Khalid Abdul-
lah, Kedah Menteri Besar Datuk
Seri Syed Razak Syed Zain and
(tusan Melayu Group edi-
tor-in-chief Datuk Khalid Mo-
hamed.

He said Malays should be made
to realise the catastrophic results
if they continued to be weak and

illiterate.
"They should visit those coun-

tries where Malays form a mi-
nority to know what will happen
to them in future if they continue
to be complacent."

He added that Malays could
fulfil their independence by de-
veloping their physical, material
and spiritual aspects.

"We can redeem our dignity
after 450 years of colonialisation
by proving ourselves and our ca-
pabilities to the world."

Distributed by Utusan Publi-
cations & Distributors Sdn Bhd,
Our Ways is a first-person nar-
rative that describes the evolving
climate of Malaysia's past to the
present.

The story is relevant especially
to young Malaysians to make them
aware of the challenges ahead in
this period of globalisation.

Among others, the book aims to
inspire the nation's youths by re-
minding them of positive values
that inevitably pave the way to
success and set them on the right
track to achieve their aspira-
tions.

The English novel will also en-
hance the language proficiency
of youths, especially Malays.

Proceeds from its sales will go
towards the construction of the
Kedah Malay Chambers' mul-
ti-purpose, eight-storey building,
estimated to cost RM4 million, in
Alor Star. /


