Kit Siang wants Cabinet, EC to implement polls reforms by Jan 1
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KUALA LUMPUR, Dec 1 — Lim Kit Siang called today for Parliament to compel the
government to implement the 10 recommendations put forward by the parliamentary select
committee on electoral reforms by January 1.

Polls panel chief Datuk Seri Maximus Ongkili filed a motion today for Parliament to adopt the
reforms which include the use of indelible ink, allowing overseas Malaysians to vote and
forming a royal commission to look into foreigners being given the right to vote in Sabah.

But DAP parliamentary leader Lim (picture) asked to amend the motion to compel “the
Cabinet, Election Commission and related government agencies” to implement the
recommendations effective January 1.

“The question is whether there is any guarantee they will be implemented by the 13th
general election.

“This will ensure our debate will have meaning and action will be taken,” the Ipoh Timor MP
said in Parliament.

But Speaker Tan Sri Pandikar Amin Mulia rejected the amendments as they concerned
matters outside the Dewan Rakyat.

“Even though I agree to the point raised, I cannot act outside of my powers,” he said.

Prime Minister Datuk Seri Najib Razak pledged to set up the bipartisan select committee
following the July 9 Bersih 2.0 rally, which saw tens of thousands pouring into the streets of
Kuala Lumpur to call for free and fair elections.

The opposition has called for Bersih’s eight demands to be implemented before a general
election expected soon.
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