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KUALA LUMPUR, Dec 11 — Umno’s Utusan Malaysia continued to attack PAS today, calling it
a wing of DAP for bowing to political pressure from its allies in Pakatan Rakyat (PR).

“I am disappointed because never before in history has PAS been seen as such a coward.
Islamic principles and integrity have been pawned. The party will not change because it is
like a wing of DAP.

“Islamic society has long been disappointed and has sent a clear message to PAS, although
it has been ignored,” wrote Awang Selamat, a pseudonym for the newspaper’s editors.

The Malay-language daily pointed out that although the party has been fighting to
implement hudud laws, it has since come out to say that it will not include the controversial
Islamic laws in the PR manifesto for the 13th General Elections.

“If they are afraid to include the issue in the manifesto, they might as well cover their faces
with a paper bag. The party is an embarrassment to its members and supporters,” Awang
said in his column published in the paper’s Sunday edition Mingguan Malaysia.

The newspaper also said that while pandering to DAP, PAS has become the victim, referring
to DAP’s plan to field its own Malay candidates in Malay-majority areas.

“In other words, DAP does not respect PAS and more than that, does not believe in PAS’
ability to attract Malay majority votes. PAS’ strategy will backfire,” said Awang.

He also claimed that because of pressure from its allies, PKR and DAP, PAS dropped the
fight for an Islamic country, replacing it with its Negara Berkebajikan (Benevolent State)
policy.

“So not only will they not get whatever they are chasing after, they will also lose what they
had. Congratulations, its own stupidity has finally caught up with them,” Awang mocked.

At its general assembly last weekend, Umno identified DAP as a “real threat” to the Malay
agenda, claiming the latter was responsible for the erosion of Malay special rights.

Attacks against the opposition party were a focal point of this year’'s Umno meet as
delegates accused DAP leaders of marginalising Malays in opposition-led states and
challenging the sanctity of Islam as the country’s state religion.

While others have dismissed renewed attacks against DAP as mere “Pakatan bashing”, some
Umno leaders have insisted that the party poses a danger to Malays and that a future with
the DAP in power would spell disaster for the community.
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