Perkasa Wants New Law Replacing ISA To Be More Fair To Detainees
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KUALA LUMPUR, Sept 18 (Bernama) -- The Malay right-wing group, Perkasa, hopes that the
two new laws replacing the Internal Security Act (ISA) 1960 will have improvements and
will be more fair to the detainees.

Perkasa president Datuk Ibrahim Ali said that in addition, the movement wanted preventive
elements in the ISA, which had become an instrument for the police in checking subversive
activities in the country all this while, to be retained.

"We want the two new acts to be better than the previous act, such as reducing the
detention period.

"But at the same time, we want preventive elements to be retained because two aspects in
the ISA, namely prevention and rehabilitation had been most effective in tackling security
issues in the country," he told reporters, here Sunday.

Prime Minister Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak, in his Malaysia Day message on Thursday, had
announced that the ISA would be abolished and two new laws would be formulated to
preserve the peace prevailing in the country.

In this context, Ibrahim said, he and the Perkasa supreme council members would meet
with Home Affairs Minister Datuk Seri Hishammuddin Tun Hussein shortly to discuss
elements that should be included in the two new acts.

"Perkasa also hopes that political sentiments from any group will not influence the
formulation of the new acts, whether from the opposition or the government in order to fish
for votes.

"We will not hesitate to reject the two new acts if they are perceived as not containing the
preventive elements because we want the people's security to continue to be defended," he
said, adding that the government should also review the Universities and University
Colleges Act and the Official Secrets Act 1972.
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