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KUALA LUMPUR, Nov 19 — Parliament’s Public Accounts Committee (PAC) will conduct an
internal hearing on the controversial National Feedlot Project (NFC) next week after weeks
of graft allegations against the public-funded RM250 million cattle-farming project.

Opposition lawmakers have demanded explanations from the government and a disclosure
of all Cabinet meeting minutes from 2006 onwards to determine if minister Datuk Seri
Shahrizat Abdul Jalil was directly involved in the decision to award the NFC project to her
family.

PAC committee member Datuk Abdul Rahman Dahlan (picture) told The Malaysian Insider
today the hearing will begin on November 23 at 11.30am in Parliament.

The Umno MP said that PAC will likely decide next week on who to call to testify during the
hearing.

“We might call the Finance Ministry, Khazanah, it depends. Personally, I also have no
problems with the NFC management being called as well to testify,” Abdul Rahman said.

The Kota Belud MP said the date of the first hearing was decided some time last week,
adding that the committee decided the matter needed to be “expedited” due to public
demand and interest surrounding the issue.

“The NFC was mentioned in the Auditor-General’s Report and it has attracted so much
attention, and PAC is involved in investigating how public funds are being spent,” Abdul
Rahman explained.

Datuk Seri Dr Mohamad Salleh Ismail, who is Women, Family and Community Development
Minister Shahrizat’s husband and NFC executive chairman, has said he is mulling legal
action against his accusers.

PKR strategic director Rafizi Ramli and secretary-general Saifuddin Nasution have made
repeated allegations of misappropriation of funds including RM10 million to pay for a luxury
condominium.

The Umno leader had posted a message on the matter on micro-blogging site Twitter earlier
today.

It read: “Parliament’s Public Accounts Committee will conduct hearing on National Feedlot
Centre next week. Let the truth be told.”

He said that the findings of the hearing will be presented to Parliament once the PAC was
done with its investigations.

The NFC first became embroiled in controversy when its operations made it into the pages
of the Auditor-General’s Report for 2010.



The report, released last month, had criticised the RM250 million federally-funded cattle
project, pointing out that it was now “in a mess”. It further said production in 2010 was only
3,289 head of cattle, or 41.1 per cent of the target set.

Putrajaya has steadfastly defended the project since then but numerous exposes by PKR,
including the controversial purchase of two units at Bangsar’s luxurious One Menerung
condominium, forced the company to break its silence this week.

Minister of Agriculture and Agro-based Industry Datuk Seri Noh Omar denied earlier today
that the decision to award the NFC project was discussed during Cabinet meetings.
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