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KUALA LUMPUR, May 30 (Bernama) -- The government needs to be wise in entertaining
various demands without forsaking certain principles, said former prime minister Tun Dr
Mahathir Mohamad.

"Before, when we were strong, there were not that many challenges. But when people
perceive us to be weak, they will make all sorts of demands. This requires more deft
handling as compared to before.

"I am not saying the current government is not efficient, it's just that I think it needs to be
more effective," he told reporters after delivering his address at the 26th Asia-Pacific
Roundtable here Wednesday.

Earlier, in his speech on "Governance in Asia: What's Best and What Works", Dr Mahathir
said the government today needed to have a greater skill in managing the country.

He said democracy was not an easy system for administering and implementing policies
because many things are added to it including human rights and many forms of freedom,
which could lead to destruction and instability.
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